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Matar la nostalgia de Dios
Killing the nostalgia for God

Por/By Dr. Tomas Nuiez Pg. 12

Merrimack College and NECC
Sign Joint Admissions and
TransferPartnership Agreement

NECC President Lane Glenn nd Merrimack College President Christopher E. Hopey,
Ph.D signing the agreement between the two institutions. Merrimack College and NECC
have enjoyed a long-standing partnership focused on accessibility and opportunities for
learners in the Merrimack Valley and beyond. Over the past five years alone, about 400
NECC students have transferred to Merrimack College. Pg. 7

MVCU y Methuen High School se asocian
en la Feria Anual de Crédito de por Vida
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Los voluntarios de Credit for Life ayudaron a los estudiantes a tomar decisiones financieras
importantes en funcion de sus salarios. Ademas de considerar los costos de transporte,
alojamiento y comida, los estudiantes necesitaban presupuestar sus pasatiempos en la
mesa “Diversion, diversion, diversion”. Pg. 2

MVCU and Methuen High School
Partner for Annual Credit for Life Fair

Credit for Life volunteers helped students make important financial decisions based on
their given salaries. In addition to considering transportation, housing and food costs,
students needed to budget for their hobbies at the “Fun, Fun, Fun” table. Pg.2
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What would | do
with the $25,000? [

| would use it to take some
Lawrence Hight School
Learning Center students
on a field trip to Europe.
The $25k would help cut
costs in half for a field trip
to Europe for students,
making the trip more
financially accessible to
lower income students and
families. This would be a
spectacular way to show
my students the world and
bring history to life!
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1. Top 20 (begins February 24th and ends March 6th) — Public voting will
help reduce each group to the top twenty (20) Competitors.

2. Top 15 (begins March 6th and ends March 13th) — Public voting will
help reduce each group to the top fifteen (15) Competitors.

3. Top 10 (begins March 13th and ends March 20th)

Top 5 (begins March 20th and ends March 27th)

Group Finals (begin March 27th and end April 3rd)

Wildcard Round (begins April 4th and ends April 6th)

Quarterfinals (begin April 7th and end April 17th)

Semifinals (begin April 18th and end April 24th)

Finals (begin April 25th and end May 1st)
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Vamos a apoyar a Kendrys Vasquez y su
familia. Vea la historia en la pagina 8.

Let’s support Kendrys Vasquez and family.
See story on page 8.

The Rev. James T. O’Reilly OSA Division Eight

Ancient Order of Hibernians

Organized 1871 Lawrence, Massachusetts 01842
“154 Years of Dedication to Religion, Heritage, Charity and Community”

Division 8 AOH Lawrence Announces
2025 Award Recipients  Pg. 9

.. More on Mayra Gonell
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Merrimack Valley Credit Union y Methuen High School
se asocian para la Feria Anual de Crédito de por Vida

El evento involucra a los estudiantes de ultimo ario con simulaciones de decisiones financieras importantes

El viernes 14 de febrero, Merrimack
Valley Credit Union (MVCU) y Methuen
High School (MHS) se unieron por sexto
aflo para presentar la Feria de Crédito de
por Vida a cientos de estudiantes de tltimo
afio.

Crédito de por Vida es una simulacioén
financiera de dos horas que se lleva a cabo
en Klimas Field House en MHS, donde los
estudiantes seleccionaron una profesion que
se adapta mejor a sus planes posteriores a la
graduacion y recibieron un salario estimado.
Luego se conectaron con voluntarios y
analizaron las decisiones financieras que
enfrentarian como adultos, como asistir a la
universidad comunitaria, estatal o privada;
elegir entre comprar un automévil o un pase
de transporte publico; y decidir si alquilar o
comprar una casa.

Los estudiantes también aprendieron
como sus elecciones de estilo de vida,
que incluyen comer fuera, comprar una
membresia de gimnasio o tener una mascota,
afectarian su presupuesto. Se enfrentaron a
una “verificacion de la realidad” al hacer
girar “Larueda de la desgracia”, que incluia
elementos que podrian tener un impacto
negativo en el presupuesto de un estudiante
o proporcionar la ganancia inesperada
para mantener su presupuesto mensual en
positivo.

Los estudiantes terminaron la feria
en el puesto de asesoramiento crediticio,
donde los voluntarios analizaron los
gastos y el salario de los estudiantes para
ayudarlos a comprender la importancia
de la planificacién financiera y cémo
sus decisiones finalmente afectaron su
presupuesto.

La asociacién entre MVCU y MHS
comenz6 con la feria inaugural en 2018. El
evento cuenta con el personal de docenas de
voluntarios de organizaciones comunitarias
y profesionales locales, el distrito escolar
de Methuen y MVCU. Los voluntarios
tienen conversaciones cara a cara con los
estudiantes sobre el impacto que tienen
sus decisiones en su presupuesto y ofrecen
décadas de experiencia practica a los
estudiantes.

“Es muy importante que sigamos
ensefiando alfabetizacion financiera en
el entorno de la escuela secundaria”, dice
Olivia Pink, especialista en marketing de
MVCU vy coordinadora de la feria Credit
for Life. “El ‘mundo real’ puede ser
abrumador y hay muchas mas decisiones
financieras de impacto que uno toma a
medida que envejece, pero la Feria de
Crédito de por Vida de MHS ayuda a los
estudiantes a abordar estas decisiones.
Creo que la mejor parte de este evento
es que les muestra a los estudiantes que
pueden tomar estas grandes decisiones y

Leyenda de la foto: Los voluntarios del equipo de MVCU en la
Feria Credit for Life en el MHS Klimas Field House.

que, independientemente del resultado,
siempre habra alguien de su lado que los
apoyara para que tengan éxito. Esperamos
continuar con este evento con MHS
durante los préoximos aflos y esperamos
presentarlo a la clase de ultimo afio del
préximo ano”.

“La Feria de Crédito de por Vida
es un evento interactivo y educativo
que brinda a nuestros estudiantes de
ultimo afio una invaluable experiencia
financiera del mundo real”, dice la directora
asociada de MHS, Glenda L. Javier.
“El evento permite a los estudiantes
asumir el papel de adultos que trabajan y
tomar decisiones financieras importantes
sobre vivienda, transporte, educacion y
otros gastos esenciales. Con la guia de
voluntarios dedicados de nuestra comunidad
(profesionales que aportan su experiencia
y conocimientos del mundo real), los
estudiantes adquieren conocimientos
practicos sobre presupuestos, gastos
responsables y planificacion financiera. La
feria es una piedra angular del compromiso
de MHS de equipar a los estudiantes
con las habilidades que necesitan para el
éxito mas alld del aula. Al interactuar con
profesionales y experimentar de primera
mano el impacto de sus decisiones, los
estudiantes se van con un mayor sentido de
alfabetizacion financiera y confianza en su
capacidad para navegar por el futuro”.

Para obtener mas informacion sobre las
iniciativas comunitarias de MVCU, visite
WWW.mvCcu.com/news.
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MVCU team member volunteers at the Credit for Life Fair in the
MHS Klimas Field House.

Merrimack Valley Credit Union
and Methuen High School Partner
for Annual Credit for Life Fair

The event engages graduating seniors with simulations of

important financial decisions

On Friday, Feb. 14, Merrimack Valley
Credit Union (MVCU) and Methuen High
School (MHS) teamed up for the sixth
year to present the Credit for Life Fair to
hundreds of graduating seniors.

Credit for Life is a two-hour financial
simulation held in Klimas Field House at
MHS where students selected a profession
that best fits their post-graduation plans
and received an estimated salary. They then
connected with volunteers and discussed
financial decisions they would encounter
as adults, such as attending community,
state or private college; choosing between
purchasing a car or a public transit pass; and
deciding whether to rent or own a home.

Students also learned how their lifestyle
choices, including eating out, purchasing
a gym membership or owning a pet,
would affect their budget. They faced a
“reality check” by spinning “The Wheel of
Misfortune” that included items that could
either have a negative impact on a student’s
budget or provide the windfall to keep their
monthly budget in the positive.

The students finished the fair at the
credit counseling booth, where volunteers
analyzed the students’ spending and salary
to help them understand the importance of
financial planning and how their decisions
ultimately impacted their budget.

The partnership between MVCU and
MHS began with the inaugural fair in 2018.
The event is staffed by dozens of volunteers
from local professional and community
organizations, the Methuen school district
and MVCU. The volunteers have face-to-
face conversations with the students about
the impact their choices have on their budget
and offer decades of practical experience to
the students.

“It is so important that we continue to

teach financial literacy in the high school
setting,” says MVCU Marketing Specialist
and Credit for Life Fair Coordinator Olivia
Pink. “The ‘real world’ can be daunting
and there are a lot more impactful financial
decisions that you make as you get older, but
the MHS Credit for Life Fair helps students
tackle these decisions. I believe that the best
part of this event is that it shows students
that they can make these big decisions and
that, regardless of the outcome, there will
always be someone in their corner rooting
for their success. We hope to continue this
event with MHS for years to come and look
forward to presenting it to next year’s senior
class.”

“The Credit for Life Fair is an
interactive and educational event that
provides our senior students with invaluable
real-world financial experience,” says MHS
Associate Principal Glenda L. Javier. “The
event allows students to step into the role of
working adults, making important financial
decisions about housing, transportation,
education and other essential expenses. With
the guidance of dedicated volunteers from
our community—professionals who bring
their expertise and real-world insights—
students gain practical knowledge about
budgeting, responsible spending and
financial planning. The fair is a cornerstone
of MHS’ commitment to equipping students
with the skills they need for success
beyond the classroom. By engaging with
professionals and experiencing firsthand
the impact of their choices, students leave
with a greater sense of financial literacy and
confidence in their ability to navigate the
future.”

To learn more about MVCU’s
community initiatives, visit www.mvcu.
com/news.
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Alcalde Brian A. DePenianombra Felicidadesal GrupodeTeatro
a Victor E. Ortega como nuevo de Lawrence High School

El Alcalde Brian A. DePefia se
complace en anunciar el nombramiento
de Victor E. Ortega como nuevo Director
de Servicios para Veteranos de la Ciudad
de Lawrence. Con una distinguida carrera
militar y un profundo compromiso con el
servicio, Ortega aporta una experiencia y una
dedicacion invaluables a su nuevo cargo.

Nacido en Puerto Rico, Ortega se mudo
a los Estados Unidos en 2001 a la edad
de 18 afos. A pesar de enfrentar desafios,
incluida la barrera del idioma, acept6 nuevas
oportunidades y, en 2005, se alisto en el
Cuerpo de Marines de los Estados Unidos.
Su servicio incluy6 despliegues en Irak
en 2007 durante las Operaciones Libertad
Iraqui 6, 7 y 8, seguidos por un despliegue
en Afganistan en 2009 como parte de la
Operacion Libertad Duradera y la Operacion
Khanjar en la provincia de Helmand. Su
valentia y liderazgo se ejemplificaron
durante una mision de rescate critica donde
dirigio a su escuadron para salvar las vidas
de dos compafieros marines.

Como Director de Servicios para

Director de Servicios para Veteranos

Veteranos, Ortega aprovechard su
experiencia militar, sus logros educativos
y su pasion por la defensa de los derechos
de los veteranos para garantizar que estos
reciban el apoyo y los recursos que merecen.
El Alcalde DePefia expresé su confianza en
el liderazgo de Ortega.

Fue en Lawrence donde no sélo
establecid fuertes vinculos dentro de la
comunidad, sino que también conocid
a su esposa, lo que profundizé atn mas
su conexion con la ciudad. A lo largo de
sus 12 afos de carrera militar, Ortega
perfecciond sus habilidades de liderazgo,
realizé estudios superiores y mantuvo su
compromiso con el aprendizaje permanente.

El nombramiento de Ortega refleja el
compromiso permanente de la Ciudad de
Lawrence de honrar y ayudar a quienes han
servido en las fuerzas armadas. Su liderazgo
desempeifiara un papel clave en la expansion
de los servicios, la defensa de las necesidades
de los veteranos y la garantia de que quienes se
han sacrificado por su pais reciban la atencion
y las oportunidades que se han ganado.

Mayor Brian A. DePena appoints
Victor E. Ortega as the new
Director of Veterans Services

Mayor Brian A. DePefia is pleased to
announce the appointment of Victor E. Ortega
as the new Director of Veterans Services for
the City of Lawrence. With a distinguished
military career and a deep commitment to
service, Ortega brings invaluable experience
and dedication to his new role.

Born in Puerto Rico, Ortega moved to the
United States in 2001 at the age of 18. Despite
facing challenges, including a language
barrier, he embraced new opportunities and,
in 2005, enlisted in the United States Marine
Corps. His service included deployments
to Iraq in 2007 during Operations Iraqi
Freedom 6, 7, and 8, followed by deployment
to Afghanistan in 2009 as part of Operation
Enduring Freedom and Operation Khanjar
in Helmand Province. His bravery and
leadership were exemplified during a critical
rescue mission where he led his squad to save
the lives of two fellow Marines.

As Director of Veterans Services, Ortega

will leverage his military background,
educational achievements, and passion
for advocacy to ensure that Lawrence
veterans receive the support and resources
they deserve. Mayor DePeiia expressed his
confidence in Ortega’s leadership, stating.

It was in Lawrence that he not only built
strong ties within the community but also met
his wife, further deepening his connection
to the city. Throughout his 12-year military
career, Ortega honed his leadership skills,
pursued higher education, and remained
committed to lifelong learning.

Ortega’s appointment reflects the
City of Lawrence’s ongoing commitment
to honoring and assisting those who have
served in the armed forces. His leadership
will play a key role in expanding services,
advocating for veterans’ needs, and ensuring
that those who have sacrificed for their
country receive the care and opportunities
they have earned.

jFelicitaciones al grupo de Teatro de
la Escuela Secundaria Lawrence, que fue
al Festival Nacional de Artes Escénicas
durante las vacaciones de febrero y regreso
a casa con el premio!

En unos dias vertiginosos, los 35
estudiantes actores hicieron sus papeles para
los jueces; tomaron talleres de actuacion,
musica y danza con profesionales de
Broadway; y tuvieron la oportunidad de
conocer a otros actores de todo el pais.

El elenco interpret6 una pieza de "In the
Heights" y 10 miembros compitieron en la
categoria de solistas. Los Lancers recibieron
el premio a la Excelencia en Coreografia
de Conjunto, el Trofeo del Juez por Altos

Logros y el maximo honor del festival por
la puntuacion mas alta: el Trofeo Showcase.
Carolina Sanchez y Kiara Félix ganaron
medallas por una Calificacion Superior en
la competencia de solistas; y Kevin Reyes,
Carolina Sanchez y Kiara Félix ganaron
medallas por los Premios Spotlight a la
Excelencia en Actuacion en la competencia
de conjuntos. Finalmente, el domingo,
el elenco tuvo el honor de actuar en el
Escenario Lagoon en Universal Studios.

iBienvenidos a casa y excelente trabajo!

Alcalde,
Brian A. DePena

Congratulations LHS Theatre

Congratulations to Lawrence High
School Theater, which went to the National
Performing Arts Festival over February
vacation and came home with the hardware!

In a whirlwind few days, the 35 student
actors performed for judges; took acting,
music and dance masterclass workshops
with Broadway professionals; and had the
chance to meet other actors from around the
country.

The cast performed a piece from “In
the Heights” and 10 members competed
in the solo competition. The Lancers
were awarded Ensemble Excellence in
Choreography, the Judge's Trophy for
High Achievement, and festival’s top

honor for highest score — the Showcase
Trophy.

Carolina Sanchez and Kiara Felix
each won medals for a Superior Rating
for the solo competition; and Kevin
Reyes, Carolina Sanchez and Kiara Feliz
won medals for the Spotlight Awards for
Excellence in Performance in the ensemble
competition.

Finally on Sunday the cast had the
honor of performing on the Lagoon Stage
in Universal Studios - Welcome home and
well done all!

Mayor,
Brian A. DePena
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Desde Mi Esquina

El secuestro de Mayra

Durante las altimas tres semanas, he
estado siguiendo el caso de Mayra Gonell,
incluso publicando tres cartas de amigas que
dan fe de que se encuentra bien en la casa
de su hija Grechy Rosario.

En caso de que no haya escuchado la
historia, el esposo de Mayra, Leo Gonzélez,
me llamoé para encontrar una manera de
pasar un tiempo con ella desde que su hija
la saco de su casa en noviembre del 2023.
El Departamento de Policia de Lawrence
no pudo hacer nada y el verano pasado,
finalmente visitaron la casa de Grechy y
confirmaron que Mayra estaba bien.

No intentaron preguntar por qué Grechy
le quito el teléfono a Mayra; cambiaron el
numero, pero nunca se lo devolvieron. Su
esposo, Leo, no se ha comunicado con ella
desde noviembre del 2023. Ademas, la hija
de Mayra, Grechy, solicito el divorcio de su
madre.

Saco a Mayra de la agencia que le
brindaba atencion y beneficios (Northeast
Independent Living Program) y la cambid
a otra agencia. El abogado Peter Mansour
fue asignado para representar los intereses
de Mayra durante una audiencia judicial.
Intenté comunicarme con él, pero nunca
devolvio las 1lamadas.

Después de eso, Leo contratd al
abogado Marcus Scott, y pude hablar
con ¢l algunas veces. Basandome en esas
conversaciones con el abogado Scott, el
sefior Gonzalez y varios miembros del
Departamento de Policia, que no cooperaban
con mi investigacion, escribi la historia el 8
de febrero.

Luego, el hijo de Grechy, Roberto
Rosario, me trajo esta carta para apoyar
a su madre. Al igual que las tres cartas
anteriores, las publiqué en ambos idiomas
porque deberiamos estar hablando de ello
para resolver el problema. Tuvimos un
intercambio agradable hasta que lei su carta.
Usted puede leerla en la pagina 5.

Mentir es un rasgo familiar que Roberto
aprendié muy bien. Por favor, sefiale
cuando he dicho “acusaciones horribles”
para describir a su madre. ;Ddénde estan
las “acusaciones engafiosas” a las que se
refiere? Hice preguntas directas, como por
qué le quito el teléfono, cambid el nimero
y nunca se lo devolvid. jEsos son hechos!

(Cuando “difamé y acusé de descuidar
y maltratar” a su abuela? Por el contrario,
le conté los hallazgos de los informes
policiales y de su abogado, afirmando que
Mayra estaba bien cuidada.

Cuando dijo: “Este es un acto de
conspiracion ilicita contra nuestra madre al
difundir puiblicamente informacion falsa y
también invadir su privacidad”, me llevo a
creer que su madre te habia lavado el cerebro
porque nunca mencioné nada personal, ni
siquiera cosas que he escuchado de otras
personas. Después de todo, a menos que
pueda probar algo o escucharlo yo misma,
se convierte en un rumor y no lo repetiré.

Mientras charlabamos en mi casa, le
pregunté por qué le quito el teléfono a Mayra
y no se lo devolvié. Usted se encogié de
hombros como si quisiera decir que no tenia
idea.

Puede darle a Grechy todos los atributos
que desee, pero sus acciones me dicen lo
contrario.

Digame algo: ;Qué paso en la corte el
jueves pasado? Su madre puso una orden
de alejamiento contra Leo cuando él no ha
intentado acercarse a su casa ni hacer nada
que pudiera considerarse una invasion de
propiedad. Afortunadamente, la jueza sabia
lo que escribi y practicamente ech6 a Grechy
del edificio porque no crey6 ni una palabra
de ella.

Deberia leer mi columna porque apuesto
a que no la ha leido. Luego, preguntele a su
madre sobre el tema del teléfono y por qué
no permite que nadie visite a Mayra.

No aceptaré una disculpa suya.

Nadie esta chequeando
las fechorias de la LRA

Recientemente envié una solicitud
de la Ley de Libertad de Informacién a la
Autoridad de Reurbanizacion de Lawrence
con respecto a un documento financiero
emitido en noviembre del afio pasado
titulado Informe de gestion, Autoridad de
Reurbanizacion de Lawrence para el periodo
que finaliz6 el 31 de octubre de 2024. A
partir del 1 de enero de 2025, la LRA se
volvid independiente, pero ese informe
estaba cubierto por los fondos de la ciudad.

Al mirar las paginas, se enumeraban
todos los salarios, incluido el estipendio de
$833.33 para cada miembro de la junta (el
presidente recibe $1,041.67 mensuales) y
Andrea McCann, que recibe $7,000 mensuales
como directora de desarrollo de fondos.

Hasta ahora, nada me llamo la atencion,
excepto por qué Andrea gand $72,000
por aflo porque no recaud6 fondos para
la organizacion. Entre sus tareas estaban
llevar a Octavien Spanner a todas partes
cuando perdi6 su licencia de conducir, ser
la repartidora durante las reuniones, hacer
fotocopias y llevar botellas de agua a los
asistentes.

Ahora ella esta siendo ascendida a una
posicion en Inspectional Services que me
apuesto es mejor cuyo anuncio no ha sido
hecho, con un salario maximo de $104,000.

Mientras revisaba las paginas, noté las
siguientes entradas:

* Bernie Ber Consulting Services, de
febrero a octubre: $33,917.50

*  Carras Consulting Services, de febrero
a octubre: $81,865.00

*  Dominguez Interpreter Services, del 21
al 31 de octubre: $2,600.00

*  Environmental Partners, Traffic Study:

$77,280.00
Total Legal and Professional:
$237,887.50

No estoy juzgando si el dinero
se gasto bien o estuvo justificado.
Tampoco soy una persona de
finanzas; sin embargo; creo que cada
linea debe llevar una explicacion de
en qué se gasto.

Lo que realmente me hizo
sospechar fueron los cargos de $4.28
y $3.58 en Dunkin. Este sefior no
paga por su propio café y usa la
tarjeta bancaria del LRA como si
fuera suya.

A eso le siguieron una serie
de restaurantes y grandes compras
en Home Depot y Amazon, que
probablemente eran justificables.
Sin embargo, al no proporcionar
una explicacion, hay una buena
posibilidad de que algunos no fueran
legitimos, y deberiamos saberlo.

También hubo dos pagos
de $2,500 a Pedro Tejada por un
total de $5,000 para reembolso de
capacitacion. Verifiqué eso y, seglin

CARTAS AL EDITOR

RUMBO
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Lawrence MA 01843
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Las cartas deben tener menos de 300
palabras de largo. Favor de incluir
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electrénica para confirmar quién la envia.
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Management Report

Lawrence Redevelopment Authority
For the period ended October 31, 2024

Octavien, la LRA puede reembolsar

a los miembros de la junta directive por la
capacitacion y la educacion relacionadas
con sus objetivos, pero nadie lo sabia.
La junta no lo aprobd ni votd sobre esa
decision.

También se lo llevé a la atencion del
alcalde Brian DePefia, quien cuestiond
a Octavien Spanner. Segun el alcalde,
respondi6 que estaban reuniendo todos los
recibos en preparacion para la respuesta.
Brian dijo que la LRA deberia haber
incluido esa informacion en el informe de
noviembre en primer lugar.

Mientras tenia su atencion, le envié una
copia del recibo del Restaurante Eleven con
fecha del 12 de diciembre de 2024, cuando
Octavien invitd a ciertos amigos y socios
comerciales a una celebracion navidefia.
El alcalde estaba presente y dijo que habia
14 invitados; El total ascendio a $2,608.79,
de los cuales $604 fueron por alcohol y la
propina fue de $369.72. Tenia entendido que
la ley limita los gastos a $50 por persona.

Ahora, muchos residentes estan
investigando estas anomalias, y un amigo
me envio unos documentos que tienen
que ver con Omar Guzman, un reportero
deportivo que es duefio de Virus Deportivo.
Acabo de recibir esta informaciéon y no
tengo idea de quién es ni por qué la ciudad

le ha estado pagando una gran cantidad
de dinero por filmar actividades sin una
explicacion o razon para el desembolso.

No he tenido tiempo de estudiar estas
facturas, pero abarcan desde el 2022 hasta el
2025. Fueron solicitadas o aprobadas por el
director de la Autoridad de Reurbanizacion
de Lawrence (LRA), Octvien Spanner. Van
desde una entrevista con el jugador de béisbol
Juan Soto hasta hermosos videos con vistas
aéreas de la ciudad que todos admirabamos.

También hay gastos de vallas
publicitarias, filmaciones cuando visitan
figuras prominentes y muchas actividades
que involucran al alcalde. Esta grafica abajo
le dara una mejor idea de cuanto dinero se
ha gastado con este proveedor.

No cuestiono su validez, si es una buena
manera de gastar el dinero de la ciudad o si
hay algo mas parecido a una artimafia para
lograr otro propdsito. Con suerte, traeré
informacion adicional la proxima semana.

El aspecto mas escandaloso de esto
es que el Ayuntamiento no es una empresa
privada. Hay muchas oficinas que deben
aprobar estos pagos, y algunas personas se
salen con la suya. Obviamente, el alcalde
DePefia no es un supervisor diligente y
confia en todos bajo su administracion.

Al final, ¢l pagara el precio.

From Virus Deportivo - Omar Guzman From City of Limtence
Emephoe Dabe invpice # Amangnd Dapscrigtion Ciy irwpice Dt City invgice 8 Crech @ Chech Dot Check Amognt
1277802 312002 £7.907.00 Creinmuss tree Dighting 2R NN N6 M
1220002 34-2022 $8 36200 Press conference 2022 R0 2420 $29.849.00
LIRAOER v irvvodkon B $6.585.00 stockion park video AR ISR} MR
AST0T rd evenice B $6. 75500 Chrnrraiss tres Lighting, Chrarma s meFinge, nasd FRErS IMSSLafs NS0T XOEY LAY
ER0EY o wnepice B $23.508.00 claaning ordnances OT0e0533  IMTIY  SIAIOR e
0T X3S $7.228.00 Trarmition Procoess Tty of Lavwnincs Public Schools IS TMTY SOV $31 13600
I0STAPO2Y 10-183023 $1.400.00 Pactey prd TV achertishng Campaign 10352023 0930 L2003 51.400.00
1003 12 04023 $16.680.00 Creinrmass trow Bghting (003 Eremy Aesaed Momination) 12042023 300 1 y
S0 0510023 $£21 658400 Aarial i rrang. gecmval proccon of sudhowisual rratenisl oty properie 2r LG 00133033 X009 s
S0 05-21204 $2.4586 00 §185% for hoan Soto Exclusive intendes & Lealy and Dlves sohool comtruct 521N 05-21200 XG44l §2.486.00
W70 09172004 $3.855.00 LRA - Liwrence, & city on the rise Audhoviiua 211900 oa-172024 — 1126400
TR0 OF DR $5. 37300 LAA - Aceloninus] of the visdt 1o Liasent e by Poorrms Hao 12N L2034 o7 -DEZOM MOIaG 12007024
lrlratscrl B P learo el B £5.970,00 Lawwrcs irntituticrad Audiovisual  Lratpioral e MIXN 1AL
Helrk By ns I S el 2 $6.5657.00 Bd Markey's Viea sudiovinuaal LA 122300044 M6 LOL2023 53768600
VIO 122320043 $10.149.00 Pronpering Lssence Semall Busineas grant Ceremory Audioviaual 1A 12700045 MISM 1012
Tolak 1378000
Total Paymant per e
ME 510074900
] 513,05 00
oo e 23 £55.00




READ RUMBO ONLINE! RUMBONEWS.COM

MARCH 1,2025 e EDITION 947 e LAWRENCE, MA e YEAR 29

+~ Rumbo: 5

Carta al Editor
Protesta por articulo sobre Mayra Gonell

Le escribimos para expresar nuestro
disgusto por las horribles acusaciones y
palabras que se usaron para describir a
nuestra querida madre Grechy Rosario.
Esta historia fue publicada por su editora,
la Sra. Dalia Diaz el 8 de febrero de 2025.
Puede encontrarla publicada en la seccion
"Desde mi Esquina". Apoyamos plenamente
a nuestra madre y la defendemos contra
las acusaciones engafiosas publicadas en
el periodico. Para defender el caracter de
mi madre, tenemos que decir que es muy
vergonzoso saber como la estan difamando
y acusando de descuidar y maltratar a
nuestra abuela. Esto estd muy mal en
muchos niveles, acusando falsamente y
causando mucho estrés no solo a mi madre,
sino también a mi abuela. Este es un acto
de conspiracion antijudicial contra nuestra
madre al difundir publicamente informacion
falsa y también invadir su privacidad.

Desde que éramos mas jovenes, ella ha
demostrado ser una persona muy positiva,
encantadora y compasiva con la familia e
incluso con los extrafios.

Ella siempre nos ha mostrado acciones
notables hacia la humanidad y en ser un
modelo a seguir como una mujer trabajadora
desde que tenemos memoria. Ella nos
mostro su dedicacion a trabajar con un
proposito. No solo en criarnos, sino también
en cuidar a nuestra abuela anciana incluso
antes de que decidiera mudarse de la casa del
Sr. Leoncio. Ella siempre encontrd tiempo
y brazos extra para apoyarnos a todos
nosotros, sus cuatro hijos, nietos, sobrinas y

sobrino. Su compromiso con nuestra familia
es genuino y encomiable.

Ademas de nuestras responsabilidades
familiares, nuestra madre estd muy
involucrada en ayudar a los demas. Aunque
mi madre tiene otros dos hermanos, ella es
la tnica que cuida a nuestra abuela Mayra.
Durante afos y desde que tenemos memoria,
nuestra madre es y siempre ha sido la tinica
persona que se toma el tiempo para llevar
a la abuela Mayra a sus citas médicas,
organiza su medicacion y, ademas, siempre
encuentra tiempo para hacerla sentir bien
consigo misma, como llevarla a hacerse
la manicura y la pedicura, visitar a la
peluqueria y también llevarla a la iglesia.
También la lleva de compras o, como dice
mi madre, en su "dia de chicas". También
organiza viajes para que nuestra abuela
visite a nuestra tia y tio (sus otros dos hijos)
que residen en New Jersey y Florida.

En conclusion, su dedicacion a nosotros
y a su familia es impresionante. Estaremos
eternamente agradecidos por las ensefianzas
y la estructura que nuestra madre no solo
nos ha ensefado, sino que nos ha mostrado
con sus acciones cotidianas. Nuestra madre
es una mujer integra, de buen corazon,
compasiva, amigable y no tiene miedo de
hacer lo correcto incluso cuando los demas
no la estan viendo.

Roberto Rosario
Rosilma Nivar

Greimy Rosario
Genesis Rosario

Letter to the Editor
Protest over article about Mayra Gonell

We are writing to express our disgust in
the awful accusations and words that were
used to describe our beloved mother Grechy
Rosario. This story was published by your
editor, Ms. Dalia Diaz on February 8, 2025.
You can find it published in the section under
"Desde mi Esquina, From my Comer". We
are in full support for our mother and defend
her against the misleading accusations
published in the newspaper. In order to
defend my mother's character we have to
say that is very shameful to know how she's
being defamed and accused of neglecting
and mistreating our grandmother. This is so
wrong on so many levels, falsely accusing
and causing a lot of stress not only to my
mother, but also to my grandmother. This
is an unjudicial act of conspiracy against
our mother by publicly spreading false
information and also invading her privacy.

Since we were younger, she has
proved herself to be a very positive, lovely
compassionate person towards the family
and even strangers.

She has always shown us remarkable
actions towards humanity and in being a
role model as a hard working woman ever
since we can remember. She showed us
her dedication to working with a purpose.
Not only in raising us but caring for our
elderly grandmother even before she
deci_ded to move out of Mr. Leoncio's
home. She's always found time and extra
arms in supporting all of us, her four
children, grandkids, nieces and nephew. Her

commitment to our family is both genuine
and commendable.

In addition to our family responsibilities,
our mother is very actively involved in
helping others. Although my mother has
two other siblings, she is the only one caring
for our grandmother Mayra. For years and
as long as we can remember our mother is
and has always been the only person to take
out the time to bring to grandma Mayra to
her medical appointments, arranges her
medication, and in addition she always
find time to making her feel good about
herself like taking her to get manicures and
pedicures, visits to the hair dresser, and
also takes her to church. She also takes her
shopping or as my mother calls on their
"girls out day". She also arranges trips for
our grandmother to visit our aunt and uncle
(her two other children) who reside in New
Jersey and Florida.

In conclusion, her dedication to us and
her family is impressive. We are forever
grateful for the teachings and structure
our mom has not only taught us but has
shown us with her everyday actions. Our
mother is a woman of integrity, kindhearted,
compassionate, friendly, and is not afraid
to do what’s right even when others aren’t
watching.

Roberto Rosario
Rosilma Nivar

Greimy Rosario
Genesis Rosario

It’s easy finding Rumbo
(978) 794-5360
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MassDOT 3rd Annual Work Zone Safety

DIGITAL BILLBOARD
DESIGN

SUBMISSION DEADLINE:
APRIL 11TH, 2025

1st place: $1.000 & 3-months billboard display
2nd place: $600 & 2-months billboard display
3rd place: $400 & 1-month billboard display

For contest details, visit
mass.goviwork-zone-billboard-contest-2025

massDOT

Find us in / Busquenos en Facebook/Rumbo
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ms clases? Leaima

ilNo busques mas! Soy un maestro certificado con amplia  © = AL x
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idioma (ESL), v offesco ramonas para modos los mivebes.

Ya seas un adulto o esmdiante, pueds mvadane a desarrollar nos habilidades e
- Hablar - Escuchar - Leer - Escribir
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iEmpieza hoy tu camino hacia el dominio del inglés!

Contactame al (617) 615-9808 o enviame un correo
electronico a ulebron@languageinbusiness.net
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Alcalde Brian A. DePena recibe solicitud de la union de bomberos
para mantener servicios en la actual estacion en la calle Bodwell

El Alcalde Brian A. DePefia, en
reconocimiento a la dedicacion y el
compromiso de los bomberos con la
seguridad de la comunidad, aprobo la
solicitud presentada por la Unidén de
Bomberos de seguir brindando los servicios
del local 146 localizado en la calle Bodwell
en la Ciudad de Lawrence.

Esta decision tiene como objetivo
optimizar las respuestas diarias ante
emergencias, asegurando una mayor
eficiencia en la proteccion de los residentes.
Ademas, el Alcalde DePefia anuncid
la llegada de nuevos equipos para el
Departamento de bomberos, los cuales
fortaleceran la capacidad operativa y la

Pictures from the demonstration by members of different
unions were taken by Richard Russell.

coordinacion para este vital departamento.

Si bien la colaboracion entre el
Departamento de Bomberos y la Policia
es fundamental, el Alcalde Pefia coincide
con la Unién de Bomberos en que no es
necesario centralizar todas las operaciones
diarias en un sé6lo centro de comunicaciones,
salvo casos de emergencias que ameriten
tener un so6lo centro de operaciones. De
esta manera, cada entidad podra continuar
desempenando sus funciones desde sus
respectivas ubicaciones, garantizando un
mejor uso de los recursos, respuestas mas
eficaces y seguridad publica ante cualquier
eventualidad.

RE icamioN

Mayor Brian A. DePena receives
request from the firefighters union
to maintain services at the current
station on Bodwell Street

Mayor Brian A. DePefia, in recognition of
the dedication and commitment of firefighters
to community safety, approved the request
submitted by the Firefighters Union to
continue operations at Local 146 located on
Bodwell Street in the City of Lawrence.

This decision aligns with the goal of
maintaining and optimizing daily responses
to emergencies, ensuring greater efficiency
in protecting residents. Additionally, the
Mayor announced the arrival of new
equipment for the Fire Department, which
will strengthen the operational capacity and
coordination for this vital department.

While collaboration between the Fire
Department and the Police is essential,
Mayor DePefia agrees with the Firefighters
Union that it is not necessary to centralize all
daily operations in a single communications
center, except in cases of emergencies that
warrant a unified response. In this way, each
entity will be able to continue performing
its functions from its respective locations,
ensuring better use of resources, more
effective responses, and public safety in the
event of any incident.
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de tus vecinos ayudaron

Essex County Habitat for Humanity
ha construido mas de 100 viviendas asequibles
para familias en Lawrence y Merrimack Valley.
iHabitat ReStore ayuda a financiarlos!

&% | ReStore.

Essex County Habitat for Humanity

647 Andover Street, Lawrence | ecrestore.org | 978-686-3323
Horas: martes - sabado, 10am-5pm
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Merrimack College and NECC
Sign Joint Admissions and
TransferPartnership Agreement

A new joint admissions agreement
between Northern Essex Community
College and Merrimack College will
provide NECC students with more seamless
pathways to continue their education after
graduating with their associate degrees.
Under the agreement, students who opt-in
are conditionally accepted to Merrimack
College when they are accepted to NECC.
Once a student graduates from NECC, they
can begin the transfer process. Merrimack
College will provide a designated transfer
admissions counselor for graduates of
NECC, who will receive priority for
Merrimack merit scholarships.

“Now more than ever, we must ensure
that any student who dreams of earning
an associate degree and bachelor’s degree
can do so,” said Merrimack College
President Christopher E. Hopey, Ph.D.
“And this agreement will make that dream
more accessible to more students. We know
first-hand the transformative impact higher
education can have on its students and the
communities they go on to serve.”

During the event, President Hopey also
announced that NECC students who
transfer to Merrimack College after they
earn their associate’s degree will receive

up to a $10,000 scholarship, or a $5,000
scholarship if they enroll in the Bachelor in
Humanities program.

Merrimack College and NECC have
enjoyed a long-standing partnership focused
on accessibility and opportunities for
learners in the Merrimack Valley and
beyond. Over the past five years alone,
about 400 NECC students have transferred
to Merrimack College.

The institutions have worked to grow
early college programs and are exploring
the establishment of an innovation corridor
in the Merrimack Valley.

“Merrimack remembers its roots,”
said NECC President Lane Glenn H’15.
“Merrimack remembers the importance of
service to our communities and ensuring
accessibility to and affordability of a high-
quality education. This joint admissions
agreement is another significant step
forward because it makes the process much
simpler.”

NECC has joint admission agreements
with four additional institutions: Salem State
University, UMass Lowell, Regis College,
and Emmanuel College. Learn more by
visiting the Transfer webpage.

READ PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF RUMBO ON
OURWEBSITE RUMBONEWS.COM

__,.-'RDDME ADEUDADO HASTA EL 26 DE MARZO DE
2025

Si su automovil fue registrado antes del 1 de enero, 2025, sepa

gue se le envio por correo una factura de impuestos especiales.

Mo ignore esta facture. 5i cree que no la debe, envienos un correo
electronico a: collectors@cityoflawrence.com.

Tenga en cuenta que puede ver su factura en linea visitando
https://epay.kelleyryan.com/search simplemente ingresando su

numero de licencia y fecha de nacimiento.

EXCISE TAX DUE MARCH 26, 2025

If your car was registered as of January 1* an excise bill will be
mailed to you on or before February 23, 2025.

Please DO MOT disregard a bill. If you think you don’t owe it, email
us at collectors@cityoflawrence.com. You can view your bill
online by visiting https://epay.kelleyryan.com/search and simply

Ok O
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entering your license number and date of birth.

Alcalde Brian A. DePena nombra
a Johanny Guillermo como nueva
asistente ejecutiva de su oficina

El Alcalde Brian A. DePeia se
complace en anunciar el nombramiento de
Johanny Guillermo como nueva asistente
ejecutiva de la oficina del alcalde. Con
mas de 30 afios de experiencia en banca
y servicios financieros, Guillermo aporta
una gran experiencia al puesto, lo que sigue
fortaleciendo aun mas el compromiso de ella
con la ciudad y la administracion.

Antes de este nombramiento, Guillermo
se desempefid6 como subgerente de
sucursal en Methuen Credit Union, donde
desempeild un papel clave en la supervision
de las operaciones diarias, garantizando
la satisfaccion del cliente y manteniendo
la seguridad financiera. Anteriormente
ocupo el puesto de gerente de sucursal en
People's United Bank en Lawrence, donde

dirigi6 estrategias operativas, desarrollo
del personal e iniciativas de planificacion
financiera.

Guillermo habla inglés y espaiiol con
fluidez y ha sido una defensora dedicada
de la educacion financiera y el crecimiento
economico dentro de la comunidad. Su
amplia experiencia en finanzas y liderazgo
la convierte en una valiosa incorporacion al
equipo de la administracién DePefia.

Ademas del nombramiento de
Guillermo, el Alcalde DePefia se complace
en anunciar el ascenso de Claudia Hoyos
a Oficial de Proyectos II de la Oficina de
Planificacion y Desarrollo. La dedicacion
y las contribuciones de Hoyos han sido
fundamentales para impulsar las iniciativas
de desarrollo de la ciudad.

Mayor Brian A. DePeiia with Claudia Hoyos and Johanny Guillermo.

Mayor Brian A. DePena appoints
Johanny Guillermo as the new
executive assistant to his office

Mayor Brian A. DePeia is pleased
to announce the appointment of Johanny
Guillermo as the new Executive Assistant to
the Mayor’s Office. With over 30 years of
experience in banking and financial services,
Guillermo brings a wealth of expertise to the
role, further strengthening her commitment
to the city and this administration.

Prior to this appointment, Guillermo
served as Assistant Branch Manager
at Methuen Credit Union, where she
played a key role in overseeing daily
operations, ensuring customer satisfaction,
and maintaining financial security. She
previously held the position of AVP/
Financial Service Manager at People’s

United Bank in Lawrence, where she led
operational strategies, staff development,
and financial planning initiatives.

Fluent in English and Spanish, Guillermo
has been a dedicated advocate for financial
education and economic growth within the
community. Her extensive background in
finance and leadership makes her a valuable
addition to the Mayor’s Office team.

In addition to Guillermo’s appointment,
Mayor DePefia is pleased to announce the
promotion of Claudia Hoyos to Project
Officer II for the Office of Planning &
Development. Hoyos’ dedication and
contributions have been instrumental in
advancing the city's development initiatives

“;Qué dulzura queda en la vida, si le quitas la amistad? Robar la
vida a la amistad es como robarle al mundo el sol. Un verdadero
amigo es mas digno de estima que un pariente”.

“What sweetness is left in life, if you take away friendship?
Robbing life of friendship is like robbing the world of the sun.
A true friend is more to be esteemed than kinsfolk.”

CICERO
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La Camara de Representantes de Massachusetts
reconoce el Dia de Concienciacion sobre el Sindrome
de Abstinencia de Esteroides Topicos

Boston, MA - En un paso significativo
para generar conciencia sobre una
condicién menos conocida, el
Representante de Massachusetts Frank
Moran y la Camara de Representantes
presentaron una Resolucion que
reconoce el 3 de febrero como el Dia
de Concientizacion sobre el Sindrome
de Abstinencia de Esteroides Topicos.

Segtn el Representante Moran,
"Esta resolucion tiene como objetivo
arrojar luz sobre las luchas que
enfrentan las personas que sufren el
Sindrome de Abstinencia de Esteroides
Topicos (TSW), una condicion que
ocurre cuando la piel reacciona a la
retirada de los corticosteroides topicos.
Al reconocer este dia, la Camara de
Representantes de Massachusetts
espera ofrecer conciencia y apoyo a las
personas afectadas por el TSW.

Amir Vasquez, de seis afios, que
ha estado luchando contra el TSW,
comparti6 su experiencia: "Solo quiero
que mi piel se sienta mejor. Quiero jugar
al aire libre con mis amigos sin sentir picazon
y dolor todo el tiempo".

El padre de Amir, Kendrys Vasquez, ex
alcalde y concejal de la ciudad de Lawrence,
expresé su gratitud por la resolucioén: "Como
padre, es desgarrador ver sufrir a tu hijo. Pero
hoy, damos un paso adelante para generar
conciencia y encontrar soluciones para el TSW.
Estamos agradecidos por los esfuerzos del
representante Moran y el apoyo de la Cdmara
de Representantes de Massachusetts".

La madre de Amir, Denise Vasquez,
agreg6: "Como familia, hemos aprendido a
enfrentar juntos los desafios del TSW. Pero
sabemos que no estamos solos. Hoy, nos
solidarizamos con todas las familias afectadas
por el sindrome de Down y esperamos que
esta resolucion nos acerque a encontrar una
solucion".

La familia Vasquez esta llevando su
defensa un paso mas alla al establecer la Skin
Heroes Foundation, una organizacioén sin
fines de lucro dedicada a generar conciencia,
promover la educacion y apoyar los esfuerzos
de defensa de las personas y familias afectadas
por el sindrome de Down.

"Queremos asegurarnos de que ninguna
familia tenga que pasar por lo que hemos
pasado", dijo Kendrys Véasquez. "La Skin
Heroes Foundation serd un recurso para las
familias, una voz para quienes estan luchando
y un catalizador para el cambio".

Reva Vaddi, sobreviviente del sindrome
de Down, y su madre Sarat Pothuri también

estuvieron presentes en la presentacion de
la resolucion. Reva compartié su historia
personal al afirmar que "habiendo sufrido
personalmente la abstinencia de esteroides
topicos, estoy agradecida de haberme curadoy
haber recuperado una sensacion de normalidad
en mi vida. Esta resolucion sobre el TSW
es muy significativa para mi, ya que ofrece
la esperanza de que los futuros pacientes se
sientan atendidos, apoyados y menos solos en
sus luchas".

Sarat Pothuri, cuidadora, defensora y
miembro de la junta directiva de ITSAN,
enfatizd la importancia de esta resolucion:
"Hoy es un hito importante para nuestra
familia, los guerreros resilientes del TSW,
los defensores y la increible comunidad de
cuidadores y simpatizantes. Como cuidadora,
he sido testigo de primera mano del impacto
devastador del TSW en mi hija y los desafios
duraderos que le siguen. El reconocimiento
del Dia de Concientizacion sobre el TSW es
un paso crucial para reconocer esta condicion
grave y brindar esperanza a quienes estan en
el camino hacia la curacion y la recuperacion”.

Para obtener informacion y recursos
adicionales sobre el TSW, se alienta a las
personas a visitar el sitio web de la Red
Internacional de Concientizacion sobre los
Esteroides Topicos (ITSAN) en http://www.
itsan.org/. ITSAN es una organizacion lider
dedicada a brindar apoyo, educacion y defensa
a las personas y familias afectadas por el TSW
en todo el mundo.

Massachusetts House of
Representatives Recognizes
Topical Steroid Withdrawal
Syndrome Awareness Day

Boston, MA - In a significant move to raise
awareness about a lesser-known condition,
Massachusetts Representative Frank Moran
and the House of Representatives presented
a Resolution recognizing February 3rd
as Topical Steroid Withdrawal Syndrome
Awareness Day.

According to Representative Moran
"This resolution aims to shed light on the
struggles faced by individuals suffering
from Topical Steroid Withdrawal Syndrome
(TSW), a condition that occurs when the
skin reacts to the withdrawal of topical
corticosteroids. By acknowledging this day,
the Massachusetts House of Representatives
hopes to offer awareness and support for
those affected by TSW.

Six-year-old Amir Vasquez, who has
been battling TSW, shared his experience:
"I just want my skin to feel better. [ want to
play outside with my friends without feeling
itchy and sore all the time."

Amir's father, Kendrys Vasquez,
former Mayor and City Councilor of
Lawrence, expressed his gratitude for the
resolution: "As a parent, it's heartbreaking
to see your child suffer. But today, we take
a step forward in raising awareness and
finding solutions for TSW. We're grateful
for Representative Moran's efforts and the
Massachusetts House of Representatives'
support."

Amir's mother, Denise Vasquez, added,
"As a family, we've learned to navigate the
challenges of TSW together. But we know
we're not alone. Today, we stand with all the
families affected by TSW, and we hope that
this resolution will bring us closer to finding
a solution."

The Vasquez family is taking their
advocacy a step further by establishing
the Skin Heroes Foundation, a non-profit

organization dedicated to raising awareness,
promoting education, and supporting
advocacy efforts for individuals and families
affected by TSW.

"We want to ensure that no family has
to go through what we've gone through,"
said Kendrys Vasquez. "The Skin Heroes
Foundation will be a resource for families,
a voice for those who are struggling, and a
catalyst for change."

TSW survivor Reva Vaddi and her
mother Sarat Pothuri were also in attendance
for the presentation of the resolution. Reva,
shared her personal story by stating that
"Having personally endured Topical Steroid
Withdrawal, I am grateful to have healed
and regained a sense of normalcy in my life.
This TSW resolution is deeply meaningful
to me, as it offers hope that future patients
will feel seen, supported, and less alone in
their struggles."”

Sarat Pothuri, a caregiver, advocate
and Board Member of ITSAN, emphasized
the significance of this resolution: "Today
is a significant milestone for our family,
resilient TSW warriors, advocates, and the
incredible community of caregivers and
supporters. As a caregiver, | have witnessed
firsthand the devastating impact of TSW on
my daughter and the lasting challenges that
follow. The recognition of TSW Awareness
Day is a crucial step toward acknowledging
this severe condition and bringing hope to
those on the path to healing and recovery."

For additional information and
resources on TSW, people are ecouraged
to visit the International Topical Steroid
Awareness Network (ITSAN) website at
http://www.itsan.org/. ITSAN is a leading
organization dedicated to providing support,
education, and advocacy for individuals and
families affected by TSW worldwide.
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The Rev. James T. O’Reilly OSA Division Eight

Ancient Order of Hibernians
Post Office Box 1407

Organized 1871 Lawrence, Massachusetts 01842
“154 Years of Dedication to Religion, Heritage, Charity and Community”

Division 8 AOH Lawrence Announces
2025 Award Recipients

The Rev. James T. O’Reilly OSA
Division 8 Ancient Order of Hibernians has
announced the names of their 2025 Award
Recipients. The Most Reverend Robert P.
Reed, who serves as an Auxiliary Bishop
for the Archdiocese of Boston and is the
president of the Catholic Television network
has been selected as the 2025 recipient of
the Richard Cardinal Cushing Award, and
Michael Greenler of Methuen, and twenty
plus year member of Division 8 AOH,
has been selected, as Division 8’s 2025
Irishman of the Year. Both of these awards
will be presented at the 153rd Annual
Saint Patrick’s Day Banquet and Dance
on Saturday evening, March 1, 2025, at
the Lawrence Lodge of Elks, 652 Andover
Street in Lawrence. Anyone interested in
attending this Dinner Dance and award
presentations on March 1, should contact
Dinner Dance Chairman Jeff Sullivan @
603 479 5395.

Patricia Mariano, a lifelong
Lawrencian, educator, principal and
Lawrence School Committee member, has
been selected as the recipient of Division
8’s 2025 Hon. John E. Fenton Citizenship
Award. The Fenton Award will be presented
at Division 8’s 55th Annual Saint Patrick’s
Day Luncheon on Friday, March 14, 2025,
at the Lawrence Lodge of Elks, 652 Andover
Street, Lawrence, MA at Noon. Anyone
interested in attending this event should
contact the Luncheon Chairman Jack Lahey
at 603 560 8192.

The Richard Cardinal Cushing
Award, which is named after the late
Catholic Irish prelate who died in November
1970, and was first presented in 1974 to
the Honorable John F. McCormack of
Massachusetts, then Speaker of the House
of Representatives in Washington, DC. This
award is awarded to an Irish Catholic of
high moral character who exemplifies the
characteristics of the late Richard Cardinal
Cushing. The individual may be a man or
woman, who through their life endeavors
demonstrates in their daily lives the qualities

of what an exemplary Irish Catholic should
be.

The Hon. John E. Fenton Citizenship
Award was established in 1975 to honor
the late Judge John E. Fenton who passed
in August 1974. Judge Fenton, who was a
member of Division 8, went on to serve
two terms as National President of the
Ancient Order of Hibernians. This award is
awarded to a man, woman, or organization,
without regard to their religious, or ethnic
background, who has contributed in an
outstanding manner to betterment of the
Greater Lawrence and Merrimack Valley
area. The Honorable John E. Fenton
Citizenship Award was first awarded to
the late Irving E. Rogers, then publisher
and owner of the Lawrence Eagle Triune.
The Irishman of the Year Award, which is
the highest award the Division can bestow
on a member, was established in 1964
and is presented annually to a member
of Division 8 AOH for his outstanding
service, dedication, and contributions to
Hibernianism and Division.8. The first
recipient of this award was the late Patrick
Scanlon of Lawrence, Massachusetts.

The Rev. James T. O’Reilly
OSA Division Eight AOH in Lawrence,
Massachusetts was founded on November 5,
1871, and for the past 154 years has helped
preserve Irish culture, history, and traditions
in a multifaceted way. The talents of its
members have been recognized beyond
the borders of the Lawrence area. The
Men’s Division has produced two National
Presidents, and the Ladies Division one. In
addition to these three National Presidents,
three members have served as National
Directors of the Order. Several members
have gone on to serve in elected and
appointed positions on the National, State
and County Boards. At the present time, one
member of Division 8 serves on the AOH
National Board, four on the Massachusetts
AOH State Board and three on the AOH
Essex County Board.
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House of Mercy focuses on
the physical, mental, and
most importantly, spiritual
rehabilitation of every person
that comes seeking help in our
organization. We are a place of
rest for souls feeling lost and
rejected today. Our mission is
to reestablish and to raise lives
according to the commands and
principles of The Bible, and
the example of our Lord Jesus
Christ.

House of Mercy is in need of
underwares for men and women. If
you are interested in making a donation,
Rumbo recommends ordering from Bags
in Bulk.

Check out their webpage for selections
where you can buy assorted sizes in
bundles of 50 for a very low price.

HOUSE OF MERCY
85 Bay State Rd., Lawrence, MA
01843

Phones: Tel: (978) 655-8141

Fax: (978) 655-5391
https://www.houseofmercylawrence.
com/give-help
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Rev, James T, O'Reilly D5A Division Eight
Ancient Order of Hibernians
Lawrence, Massachusetts
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frish Heritage Month March 2025
Liwrence, Massochusetts
Preserving and Fostering owr Heritage and Culture

Sotwrday, March 1, 2025 — 154th SAINT PATRICK'S DAY BAMNOUET AND DAMCE 2t the
Lawrenoe Locge of Elks, 052 Andover Strest, Lawrence, MA. Traditanal Corned Beef & Cabbbage
Hnner by Simply Elegant Cabering with dancing to e Siver Spears Irisk Show Bord from 6 pm
= 11 pm - Awarding of the Richard Cardingl Cuskéng, Irishman & Irishweman of the Year
Aands, For mare information onlact Jell Sullivan by email ar jleulivan . AN ]
ey bzt o coll him & 603 4T3 53595, Sponsared by Division 8 AQH — Hendicap fccessibile

Sumdoy, Warch 2. 2025 - ANMUAL Wild Rower 4 MILE Classic ROAD RACE - 11 am, at the
Lawrenoe Ladge of Elks B52 Andover Street, Lawrence, MA |rain or shine) — This svent is being
5T L byt W Roenr Series.

Surtdiry, March 2, 2025 - OPENING RECERTION arsd EXHIBIT "The Rev. dames T, O FReilly and Mis
Contribudhons o Lewrenos ond Sepond™ — WHITE FUND LECTURE - with the Rew Podrick
Armana, who will speak on the fe of the Bew, Jomes T OReilly 054 oad bz contributions to
Grdaler Lawrdase - a1 Lravence Hedtage State Park Visitors Center, 1 kacksom 51, Lawnence

WA @ 2 pm Sponsored by Divishon 8 A0H [FREE) — Handicap Acoessibie

Mondoy, Morch 3, 7025 - IRISH FLAG RABING fScrass from City Hall - Common 5t #9111 aum.

Surdory, March 9, 2075 = WHITE FUND LECTURE - by Profecsor Richard Padowa, M. ED, MLA an
A Grograiiica Look ar Ireland™ &1 Lawnence Heiilage State Park Visitors Center, 1 backson 51,
Lavwrere, MA & I pm, [FREE) - Hardicap Accessible

Wednesdoy, March 12, 2025 - A0H NATIONAL HUNGLER MONTH FOGD DRIVE: Fleass oonsicsr
donating camned goods and non-perishiable food items. All food items received will be danated
to a lacal food pandry. TIME: B pm — 7:00 pm at the Lywrencs Lodge of Elks, 852 Andoweer
Street, Lawnenoe Ma. Spansared by Division § A0H — Handicap Accessible

Fridiry, Margh 14, 2025 = 545k ANNUAL SAINT PATRICE'S DAY LLBNCHEDM 21 the Lawrence
Ladgs of Elks, 653 Andigper Strest, Lawrance, WA Tradilional Cormed Beel and Cabbage Dinrser
by Simply Elagant Catering wilh amarisinment by the Silver Spears Itish Show Band 51 NOON
awarding the Honorable John E- Fenton Cizenship Award - For more information contact Jack

Lahey a1 603 5603 5192, Spensored by Division & A0H = Hamdkap Accessible

Swndoy, March 16,2025 = WHITE FUND LECTURE = with Malne Author, = Micihas Conmaliy,
vaten will discass his boak, “Ewer ihe Twaln St Meef- a1 lawrence Heritage State Park
Wisitors Center, 1 Jackson Street, Lawrence, A @ 2 pr Sponsored by Division 8 ADH | FREE] -
Handicap Accessibla

Mandey March 17, 2075 = HAPPY SAMT PATRICK'S DAYI - Enjoy this grand day with family
and friends listening 1o Irish BMusic, stories, and loughter at home with famaly and friends ar at
yiosir lawarite restaurant!

Soturcoy, Morch 22, 3025 - |[RISH FILM FESTIVAL at Lawrenoe Heritage State Park Visitars
Conter, 1 ksckson 51, Lawrenos WM& & 10 am. Sponsored by Division & S0H (FREE} — Handicap
Acoessible

Swndoy, March 232, J025 - MYIN PIANIST TERR] KELLEY AND WIF ALIST BILL DONELAN FOR AN
ALL-MEW PROGHAM OF CELTIC MELODIES - FROM AMNCIENT GAELIC AIRES TO CURRENT
SONGS - at the Lawrance Public Library, Sargent Auditorium, 51 Lawrence 50 Lawrencs, MA §
I pm Preserled by Diviion B [FREE) - Handscap Accessible

Sendoy, March 3, 3025 - EXHIBIT CLOSES © The Bew. Jarnes T. OReilly mod his Contributions
te Lowrente and Repovid™ al Lawrence Harilage Stale Park Visilors Canler, 1 Jackean 51,
Lawrerce (FREE) — Handicap fAcoessible

The RBey. James T. OFReilly 054 Divizion Eight AO0H was founded on Movernber 5, 1871, The
Cvisaan ey hosts numeerous socsal events and adtivities, and has scholarship opportunties
far membsers, the children and grandchildren of members on the high sdhsol and college level,
including & scholarship Tor stwdy in Iredand. Division B meets gl the Lawrence Lodpe of Elks, 552
Andover Strest, Lawr=nce, B, on the s=cond Wedn=sday of the monthe For information on
AOH Membership please write to: Division 8 A0H Organizer, PO Box 1407, Lawrence, MA

IRFSH HERITAGE MONTH 2025 1S SPONSORED BY THE AMDIENT ORDER OF HIBERMILANE DIVISION B

Irish Heritage Month 2025 is supported in part by a grant from the Lawrence Cultural Cowncil,
a local agency, which is suppaorted by the Massachusetts Cultwral Council, a state agency.

M@
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Sports with Northern
Essex Community College

7Y
By Dan Blair, Director of Athletics

Knights run past UCAP, advance to

Region 21 Semi-Finals

Haverhill, MA (February 26, 2025) —
The top seeded and #8 nationally ranked
Northern Essex Community College men’s
basketball team has advanced to the Region
21 semi-finals for the fourth consecutive
year by running away from UConn Avery
Point by a 100-71 final score on Tuesday
night at the Sport and Fitness Center. The
win improves the Knights record to 26-3
on the season.

NECC will take on Bristol Community
College on Saturday at 4:00pm in the semi-
finals. The game will take place at CCRI in
Warwick.

The game was even through the first 10
minutes, with the Knights holding a one
point advantage, before they methodically
began to pull away and took a 12 (47-35)
lead into the locker room at halftime.

13 different players scored at last one
basket for the Knights in the contest led by
a team high 18 points from Alex Johnson
(Worcester).

Xavier Rivera (Lowell) and Alejandro
Delgado (Haverhill) both scored 12 points
apiece while Karl Wolfgang (Douala, CM)
added 10 to give NECC four scorers in
double figures.

Yuno Matsuda (Tokyo, JP) dished out eight
assists in the victory while scoring six points
of his own.

The Knights and Bayhawks will be meeting
for the third time this season on Saturday
and split a pair of games with each team
winning at home. Bristol grabbed the win on
November 12 by a 73-64 final before NECC
took a 99-61 win on January 21st.

PLAYOFF PREVIEW: Men’s basketball
earns top seed, Women to play CCRI

Haverhill, MA (February 25, 2025) — The
Northern Essex Community College men’s
and women’s basketball teams are prepared
to kick off the Region 21 post-season
this week. The men, currently ranked #8
nationally have earned the tournament’s top
seed for a third straight season, while the
women have earned a spot in the semi-finals
for a second consecutive season.

MEN:

The Knights will kick off their post-season
run on Wednesday night, entering the post-
season with a 25-3 overall record, 20-2 in
conference play when they play host to
eighth seeded UConn Avery Point at 6:30pm
on the Haverhill campus.

NECC swept a pair of regular season games
from the Pointers on November 21st 98-67
and most recently on February 15th 109-
90. A win on Wednesday night would send
the Knights to the tournament final four,
hosted by CCRI in Warwick on Saturday
and Sunday. The winner of Wednesday’s
matchup would play at 4:00pm Saturday
against the winner of Bristol and Roxbury.
Sunday’s championship game is set for
3:15pm.

Heading into the post-season the Knights
are led by a pair of double digit scorers in
Alejandro Delgado (Haverhill) and Javiel
Kirmil (Lowell) who are averaging 14.5
and 12.6 points per game.

As ateam, the Knights are currently scoring
90.5 points per game, while holding the
opponent to 70.

The back to back Region 21 champions,
the Knights were the first team to win

back to back titles in 23 years and will
look to become only the second program
in region history to win three consecutive
championships when Mattatuck (CT)
Community College won three straight
from 1986-88.

The tournament winner will advance to the
national tournament in Herkimer, NY.

WOMEN:

With their win over Bunker Hill last
Monday, the Knights secured the final
spot in the four-team women’s Region
21 tournament. The Knights will face
top seeded and tournament host CCRI on
Saturday (1:15pm) in Warwick.

The semi-final matchup will be a rematch
of last season’s regional championship
game in which CCRI was victorious. CCRI
also capture both regular season meetings
during the current campaign. The winner
will advance to the championship game on
Sunday at 1:00pm.

The Knights will enter the tournament with
a 10-11 overall record and 7-6 in conference

play.

NECC will go into the tournament led by the
nations second leading scorer in freshman
Rhaelyn Gutierrez (Methuen) who heads
into the post-season averaging 28.7 points
per game. A first team all-region selection
a season ago, Mirelys Morales (Dracut) is
second on the team in scoring with 17.6
points per game.

The tournament winner will advance to the
women’s national tournament in Rochester,
MN.

Lappin Foundation
Enhancing Jewish Identity Across Generations
Jewish Women'’s History Month

In celebration of Jewish Women’s History Month, Lappin Foundation, JCCNS,
and NSJCC invite the community to Ballots, Babies, and Banners of Peace,
featuring Dr. Melissa R. Klapper, Professor of History and Director of Women'’s
& Gender Studies at Rowan University. The program will highlight the untold
story of American Jewish Women's Pre-World War Il activism and the long
history of American Jewish women'’s involvement in making change in the
world around them.The program will take place on Wednesday, March 5,2025,
7:30 p.m. ET on Zoom. The program is free, and everyone is welcome. Please
register at LappinFoundation.org. For more information contact Sharon Wyner
at 978-565-4450 or email swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

Albert Einstein: The Father of Israel’s
Academic Excellence

Lappin Foundation and the Consulate General of Israel to New England invite
the community to a presentation by Ido Aharoni Aronoff about Albert Einstein’s
connection with Zionism and his invaluable contribution to Israel’s academic
prowess. The program will take place on Thursday, March 20, 2025, 7:30 p.m.
ET on Zoom. Thanks to a grant from the Dr. David M. Milch Foundation, the
program is free, and everyone is welcome. Please register at LappinFoundation.
org. For more information, please contact Sharon Wyner at 978-565-4450 or
email swyner@lappinfoundation.org.

Fire victims / Victimas de incendios

Please contact Heal Lawrence if you wish to make a contribution to the victims of
the recent fires in Lawrence. The website has a list of donated items and things that
are still needed.

Favor de ponerse en contacto con Heal Lawrence si desea hacer una contribucion a
las victimas de los incendios recientes en Lawrence. El sitio en la internet tiene una
lista de articulos que han sido donados y lo que todavia necesitan.

http://heallawrence.org/ heallawrence@aol.com

https://www.facebook.com/heallawrence.mass

HC Media - Board of Directors!

Applications will be accepted through March 31

The governance committee of HC If you wish to be considered, please

Media is currently accepting applications
of persons interested in serving on the HC
Media Board of Directors. Nominees for seats
on the Board of Directors shall be Members
of the Corporation whose application for
nomination is made no later than thirty (30)
days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting.

complete the Board of Directors Application
Google Form here. You can also pick up
a paper application at our 60 Elm Street
location. All applications must be completed
and returned to HC Media, 60 EIm Street,
Haverhill, MA 01830 by Monday, March
31, 2025 at 4:00 pm.

It’s easy finding Rumbo
(978) 794-5360

Professional Course Series

How to construct songs and produce demos that work
The Elements of Songwriting

& Music Production
with Marty Walsh

Mationally Renowned Musician and Songwriter

= Learn the secrefs to success
from a seasoned music
industry professional

* FREE and open to dll,
ages 12 and up

* Registration required
by March 7 -
seats are limited

M@

C =
media

To register, e-mail
Iparis@haverhillcommunitytv.org lr
or call 978-372-8070 ..
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El uso regular de hilo dental podria reducir el riesgo de un ataque o derrame

cerebral causado por coagulos de sangre o latidos de corazon irregulares

=

American
Heart
Association.

Puntos destacados de la investigacion:

* Las personas que usan hilo dental
regularmente (una o mas veces por semana)
podrian tener un riesgo menor de sufrir un
ataque o derrame cerebral causado por un
coagulo de sangre que se traslada desde
el corazdn, o relacionado con latidos de
coraz6n irregulares, como la fibrilacion
auricular (FA).

* Los beneficios del uso regular de
hilo dental pueden ser independientes del
cepillado de dientes y de otras conductas
de higiene bucal.

» Los investigadores sugieren que el uso
de hilo dental es un habito saludable que es
asequible, facil de adoptar y accesible en
todas partes.

DALLAS, 30 de enero de 2025 — El
uso de hilo dental al menos una vez por
semana puede estar relacionado con un
menor riesgo de ataque o derrame cerebral
causado por un coagulo de sangre que
bloquea el flujo sanguineo cerebral o
latidos de corazon irregulares, segun un
estudio preliminar que se presentard en
la Conferencia internacional de derrame
cerebral 2025 de la American Stroke
Association (la Asociacion Americana del
Derrame Cerebral). El encuentro se llevara
a cabo en Los Angeles, del 5 al 7 de febrero
de 2025, y es el principal encuentro mundial
de investigadores y médicos dedicados a la
ciencia de los ataques y derrames cerebrales
y la salud cerebral.

“Un reciente informe de salud mundial
revel6 que las enfermedades bucales, como
las caries y las enfermedades de las encias
sin tratar, afectaron a 3,500 millones de
personas en 2022, lo que las convierte en las
afecciones mas extendidas a nivel global”,
afirmo el autor principal del estudio, el Dr.

Souvik Sen, M.D., M. S., M.P.H., presidente
del Departamento de Neurologia de Prisma
Health Richland Hospital y de la Facultad de
Medicina de la Universidad de Carolina del
Sur en Columbia, Carolina del Sur. "Nuestro
objetivo era determinar qué comportamiento
de higiene bucal (uso de hilo dental,
cepillado o visitas regulares al dentista)
tiene el mayor impacto en la prevencion de
ataques y derrames cerebrales".

El estudio Atherosclerosis Risk in
Communities (ARIC), una de las primeras
investigaciones a gran escala de este tipo
en los EE. UU., evalud el uso de hilo
dental en el hogar mediante un cuestionario
estructurado de mas de 6,000 personas.
Entre las que informaron que usaban hilo
dental, 4092 no habian sufrido un ataque o
derrame cerebral y 4050 no habian recibido
un diagnostico de latidos de corazén
irregulares conocidos como fibrilacion
auricular (FA) (sitio web en inglés).

Se pregunto a los participantes si tenian
presion arterial alta, diabetes o colesterol
alto, asi como si fumaban, y se les preguntd
sobre su indice de masa corporal, su nivel
educativo y la regularidad con la que se
cepillan los dientes y visitan al dentista.
Durante los 25 afios de seguimiento, se
identifico que 434 participantes habian
sufrido ataques o derrames cerebrales, de
los cuales 147 fueron causados por coagulos
cerebrales en arterias grandes; 97, por
coagulos que se formaron en el corazén; y
95, por el endurecimiento de arterias mas
pequeias. Ademas, se observd que 1291
participantes habian presentado FA.

El analisis determind lo siguiente:

*  Elusode hilo dental estuvo relacionado
con un riesgo un 22% menor de ataque
cerebral isquémico, un riesgo un 44%
menor de ataque cerebral cardioembolico
(coagulos de sangre que se trasladan desde
el corazon) y un riesgo un 12% menor de
fibrilacion auricular.

El menor riesgo asociado fue

Merrimack Valle
Presents NETWORKING AT NOON
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Friday, March 7*, 2025
12 Noon - 1:15 PM
Shadl's Restaurant & Lounge

585 Chickering Road, North Andover, MA 01845
(978) 6868-6921

Includes Your One Individual Lunch Plated Choice

of Arabic Platter; Baked Haddock or Chicken Kabob.
Each meal served with Salad, Rice Pilaf and French Fries and Cash Bar!

Have your stafl and customer |I.I;3i'll:~£ll_r_l_lfi“‘l MVCC @ Shadi's!

S

-1 usprasce Agency

Thonk you to our sponsor A.P. Michoud Insurance Agency, Inc.

Wi LIKE us on Facebook |l Join MVCC Linkedin ¥ Follow us on Twitter ™ instagram

MVCC Members ONLY $30.00

Shadi's 3/7/25

Yo maw anw Resioter far rhic nenoram snd fare nov anline with esesirs Cradir Ceaed anemane se

Euture Members $40.00

independiente del cepillado regular y
las visitas de rutina al dentista u otros
comportamientos de higiene bucal.

* El aumento de la frecuencia del uso
de hilo dental se relacioné con una mayor
probabilidad de reduccion del riesgo de
ataque cerebral.

*  Eluso de hilo dental también se asocid
con una menor probabilidad de caries y
enfermedades periodontales.

A los investigadores les sorprendi6 la
reduccion de latidos de corazon irregulares, o
fibrilacion auricular. La fibrilacion auricular
es la forma mas comun de latidos de corazon
irregulares. Puede provocar un ataque o
derrame cerebral, insuficiencia cardiaca u
otras complicaciones cardiovasculares. Se
estima que mas de 12 millones de personas
tendran fibrilacion auricular en los Estados
Unidos para 2030, segln las Estadisticas
sobre enfermedades cardiacas y ataques
cerebrales de 2025 de la American Heart
Association (sitio web en inglés).

“Los comportamientos de salud bucal
estan relacionados con la inflamacion y el
endurecimiento de las arterias. El uso de
hilo dental puede reducir el riesgo de sufrir
un ataque o derrame cerebral al disminuir
las infecciones y la inflamacion bucales y
fomentar otros habitos saludables”, afirmé
Sen. “Muchas personas han expresado que
el cuidado dental es costoso. El uso de hilo
dental es un habito saludable que es facil
de adoptar, asequible y accesible en todas
partes”.

Las limitaciones del estudio incluyen
que los datos se basaron en las respuestas a
un cuestionario y que el seguimiento a 25
afios parece haberse centrado Unicamente
en los resultados de ataques o derrames
cerebrales y enfermedades cardiacas. Segtn
Sen, no se realiz6 un seguimiento del uso de
hilo dental u otros comportamientos bucales
a lo largo de los aflos.

“Este estudio ofrece mas informacion
sobre los comportamientos especificos de
salud dental que pueden estar relacionados
con los riesgos de ataque o derrame cerebral
y la posible reduccion del riesgo. Con mas
investigaciones, las practicas de salud dental
podrian llegar a incorporarse a los factores
de riesgo de los “8 elementos esenciales de
la vida”, que incluyen la dieta, la actividad
fisica, la exposicion a la nicotina, el suefio,
el indice de masa corporal, la presion
arterial, la glucemia y los lipidos en sangre”,
afirm6 Daniel T. Lackland, Dr.P.H., FAHA,
miembro del Consejo de Epidemiologia y
Prevencion y de Derrames Cerebrales de la

N0 0EJES QU TU FUTHRD
SF DISIPE COMD EL

American Heart Association y profesor de
epidemiologia y director de la Division de
Neurociencias Traslacionales y Estudios
de Poblacion en el Departamento de
Neurologia de la Universidad Médica de
Carolina del Sur en Charleston. Lackland
no particip6 en este estudio.

Antecedentes y detalles del estudio:
* El estudio comenzo6 en 1987 y esta en
curso.

*  Delos 6258 participantes, el 82% eran
adultos blancos y el 18%, adultos negros,
segun sus propias declaraciones. Su edad
promedio era de 62 afios y el 55% eran
mujeres.

*  Seexcluyo a los posibles participantes
si habian perdido la totalidad de sus dientes,
si tenian implantes dentales, enfermedades
cardiacas, articulaciones artificiales, una
valvula cardiaca implantada o stent, si
habian recibido un trasplante de 6rganos o
se habian sometido a una cirugia mayor.
Los nombres de los coautores, los datos
publicos y las fuentes de financiacion se
encuentran en el articulo.

Las afirmaciones y conclusiones de los
estudios que se presentan en los encuentros
cientificos de la American Heart Association
son exclusivas de los autores del estudio y
no reflejan necesariamente la politica ni la
posicion de la Asociacion. La Asociacion
no ofrece garantia de ningun tipo de su
exactitud o fiabilidad. Las sinopsis que se
presentan en los encuentros cientificos de
la Asociacion no han sido revisadas por
homologos, sino que se han seleccionado
por paneles de revision independientes y
se toman en consideracion con base en su
potencial para contribuir a la diversidad
de los asuntos y puntos de vista cientificos
que se debatieron en el encuentro. Los
hallazgos se consideran preliminares
hasta que se publiquen como articulos
completos en revistas cientificas revisadas
por homologos.

La Asociacion recibe financiacion
de personas particulares principalmente;
ademas, distintas fundaciones y empresas
(incluidas compaiiias farmacéuticas y
fabricantes de dispositivos, entre otras)
realizan donaciones y financian eventos
o programas especificos de la Asociacion.
La Asociacion tiene politicas estrictas
para evitar que estas relaciones influyan
en el contenido cientifico. Los ingresos
de las compaiiias farmacéuticas y de
biotecnologia, los fabricantes de dispositivos
y los proveedores de seguros de salud y
la informacion financiera general de la
Asociacion estan disponibles aqui (sitio web
en inglés).
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Matar la nostalgia de Dios

Por Tomas Nunez, ThD

"Saudade" no se puede traducir en otros
idiomas. Entonces, no es algo definido, sino
que uno vive y sufre. Describiéndolo: es una
melancolia tierna en una mezcla de dolor
leve por un bien que se ha experimentado y
que no regresa, pero que vuelve dulcemente
a la memoria: es el primer beso del ser
querido, es una mirada profunda de una
mujer que, en una plataforma del tren,
también encontr6 al otro hombre con una
mirada penetrante que revelaba un amor
inmediato; el tren partié y nunca mas la
encontraron; pero esa mirada mutua que
fue al fondo del alma nunca podria ser
olvidada. Saudade es la experiencia de, en
una concentracion maxima, ser totalmente
llevado por el Ser de Dios hasta el punto
de no sentir mas su propio cuerpo. Este
anhelo es doloroso cuando ya no es posible
renovarlo. Solo dejo un anhelo infinito por
la felicidad suprema. El anhelo no deja
que el pasado permanezca pasado. Aunque
ausente, lo hace presente, permaneciendo
solo invisible.

En nuestra peregrinacion por la vida,
todo lo que es bello, satisfactorio, impactante
y profundo nos ha tocado, deja un rastro de
anhelo. Un nifio canceroso bien dicho: la
nostalgia es el amor que permanece cuando
todo ha pasado.

La sociedad moderna tarde y leer y
escribir saturados muchos, o todos, de
los bienes materiales, lleno de felicidad
promesas vacias e incluso forjaron un falso
evangelio de la prosperidad que dan tiempo,
entusiasmo y sudoroso dinero como en las
iglesias neopentecostales fundamentalistas,
explotados por pastores que son verdaderos
lobos con piel de oveja. El mercado los
mantiene conscientemente ocupados por
miles de ofertas de consumo, viajes, nuevas
experiencias que les dificultan encontrarse.
Uno vive ut si Deus non daretur "como si
Dios no existiera" o hubiera sido borrado
del horizonte de la existencia.

Pero no todo es manipulable en
humanos; Hay misterios, canciones
impenetrables que contienen recuerdos y
arquetipos ancestrales. Por lo tanto, puede
surgir un anhelo muy particular, anhelo de
Dios, del Ser que habita en lo profundo.
Durante siglos, dio cohesion a la sociedad y
ofrecid una base para la existencia humana.

Por razones muy complejas que no
pueden analizarse aqui, estallé el nuevo
hombre de la modernidad. El despidi6 a

Dios. Se presentd como un dios menor en
terra, como "un dios menor en la tierra". Su
experiencia fundacional fue definida por la
fuerza de voluntad, por el poder ejercido
como dominacion sobre los demas, sobre
las mujeres, sobre los pueblos, sobre la
naturaleza, sobre la vida e incluso sobre
el espacio exterior. Asumio tantas tareas
en la nueva conformacion del mundo que,
de repente, se dio cuenta de que ya no
podia realizarlas. El pequefio dios cred "el
complejo de Dios". Ya no tiene la fuerza,
se siente fragil, indefenso, temeroso de
si mismo, porque cred una maquina de
muerte que puede suicidarse de muchas
maneras diferentes. Hizo guerras que solo
en el siglo XX mataron a 200 millones
de personas. Ha devastado la naturaleza
que ahora se estd volviendo contra él con
tifones, calentamiento global, aumento de
los océanos, escasez de bienes y servicios
sin los cuales la vida no puede sostenerse.

Aparece lo que estaba oculto en ese
rincon oculto de su interior: el "anhelo de
Dios". El nombre "Dios" no importa, sino
lo que El representa: esa energia poderosa
y amorosa que sostiene todo y, por lo
tanto, debe ser viva ¢ inteligente, ese valor
incuestionable, vivo y radiante, que guia
los comportamientos y controles humanos.
Fuerzas negativas El mantra de la cultura
ilustrada es engafioso: "Anunciamos la
muerte de Dios porque lo hemos matado".
Y lo matamos para tomar su lugar y ser el
Superhombre que se hizo a si mismo "el
pequefio dios" que vive mas alla del bien
y del mal. El decide todo. Durante mas de
dos siglos, trato de lograr ese propdsito y
fracas6. Sucumbio6 al peso de las tareas que
impuso. Ahora esta vagando, solo, buscando
algo a lo que aferrarse. Vive la ilusion, ya
mencionada por un mistico: El enemigo del
Sol sali6 a una terraza, cerr6 los ojos y gritod
a todos: ya no hay sol; el sol murié porque
lo maté". Ignorante, ya no ve el sol no por el
sol sino por sus ojos cerrados. El sol siempre
estara alli para iluminar, porque esa es su
naturaleza. Tal vez entrd en un eclipse. Y
esto exacerba atin mas el anhelo de Dios
de que finalmente estalle la nube de la
arrogancia humana y venga humildemente
a ser bienvenidos por nosotros.

Este anhelo de Dios no existe en la
gran mayoria de todos los pueblos que
no han pasado por la circuncision de la
modernidad. La absurda arrogancia de matar
a Dios nunca cruzé por sus mentes. Mucho
menos afirmaron ser "el pequefio dios" que
dominaba todo ya todos. “Ellos matan el
anhelo de Dios” sintiéndolo en su trabajo
diario, en las relaciones amorosas con la
familia, en la dura lucha por garantizar
los medios de subsistencia dia tras dia. Ni
siquiera necesitan creer en Dios, porque lo
conocen, lo sienten y lo viven en la piel del
cuerpo, en el espiritu, en el sufrimiento y en
la discreta alegria de vivir.

Estos son los guardianes de la memoria
sagrada del Dios de mil nombres (Tao,
Shiva, Olorum, Yahweh, Allah, Dios). Son
los profetas y maestros de los niflos de la
modernidad tardia, capaces de humedecer
sus raices para que se pongan verdes y
superen la triste soledad que los devora.
Solo encuéntralos y esctichalos. Entonces
ellos también "mataran el anhelo de Dios".
Cbmo extrafiamos a este Dios, humano, vivo
y verdadero.

Find us in / Busquenos en
Facebook/Rumbo

Killing the nostalgia for God

By Tomas Nurez, ThD

"Saudade" cannot be translated into
other languages. So, it is not something de-
fined, but one lives and suffers. Describing
it: it is a tender melancholy in a mixture
of mild pain for a good that has been
experienced and that does not return, but
that sweetly returns to memory: it is the
first kiss of the loved one, it is a deep look
of a woman who, on a train platform, also
met the other man with a penetrating look
that revealed an im-mediate love; the train
left and they never met her again; but that
mutual look that went to the depths of the
soul could never be forgotten. Saudade is the
experience of, in maxi-mum concentration,
being totally carried away by the Being of
God to the point of no longer feeling one's
own body. This longing is painful when it
is no longer possible to renew it. It left only
an infinite longing for supreme happiness.
Longing does not let the past remain past.
Although absent, it makes it present,
remaining only invisible.

In our pilgrimage through life,
everything that is beautiful, satisfying,
impactful and profound has touched us,
leaving a trace of longing. A cancerous child
well said: nostal-gia is the love that remains
when everything has passed.

Modern society late and literate
saturated many, or all, of material goods,
filled happiness with empty promises and
even forged a false gospel of prosperity that
gives time, enthusiasm and sweaty money as
in fundamentalist neo-Pentecostal churches,
exploited by pastors who are true wolves in
sheep's clothing. The market consciously
keeps them busy with thousands of consumer
offers, trips, and new experiences that make
it difficult for them to find themselves.
One lives ut si Deus non daretur "as if God
did not exist" or had been erased from the
horizon of existence.

But not everything is manipulable in
humans; there are mysteries, impenetrable
songs that contain ancestral memories and
archetypes. Thus, a very particular longing
can arise, a longing for God, for the Being
that dwells deep within. For centuries, he
gave cohesion to society and offered a basis
for human existence.

For very complex reasons that cannot
be analyzed here, the new man of moderni-
ty broke out. He dismissed God. He
presented himself as a minor god on terra,
as "a mi-nor god on earth". His founding
experience was defined by willpower, by
power exer-cised as domination over others,
over women, over peoples, over nature, over
life and even over outer space. He took on
so many tasks in the new shaping of the
world that he suddenly realized that he
could no longer perform them. The little god
created "the God complex". He no longer
has the strength, he feels fragile, helpless,

afraid of himself, be-cause he created a
death machine that can commit suicide in
many ways. He waged wars that killed 200
million people in the 20th century alone.
He has devastated nature, which is now
turning against him with typhoons, global
warming, rising oceans, shortag-es of goods
and services without which life cannot be
sustained.

What was hidden in that hidden corner
of his interior appears: the "longing for
God." The name "God" does not matter,
but what He represents: that powerful and
loving energy that sustains everything and
must therefore be alive and intelligent, that
unques-tionable value, alive and radiant,
that guides human behaviors and controls.
Negative Forces The mantra of enlightened
culture is misleading: "We announce the
death of God because we have killed him."
And we kill him to take his place and be the
Superman who made himself "the little god"
who lives beyond good and evil. He decides
every-thing. For more than two centuries,
he tried to achieve that purpose and failed.
He suc-cumbed to the weight of the tasks
he imposed. Now he is wandering, alone,
looking for something to hold on to. Live
the illusion, already mentioned by a mystic:
The enemy of the Sun went out to a terrace,
closed his eyes and shouted to everyone:
there is no more sun; The sun died because
I killed it." Ignorant, he no longer sees the
sun not because of the sun but because of
his closed eyes. The sun will always be
there to illuminate, because that is its nature.
Maybe it entered an eclipse. And this further
exacerbates the longing for God that the
cloud of human arrogance will finally burst
and come humbly to be welcomed by us.

This longing for God does not exist
in most of all peoples who have not gone
through the circumcision of modernity.
The absurd arrogance of killing God never
crossed their minds. Much less did they
claim to be "the little god" who dominated
every-thing and everyone. “They kill the
longing for God” by feeling it in their daily
work, in lov-ing relationships with the
family, in the hard struggle to ensure the
means of subsistence day after day. They
do not even need to believe in God, because
they know him, feel him and live him in the
skin of the body, in the spirit, in suffering
and in the discreet joy of liv-ing.

These are the guardians of the sacred
memory of the God of a thousand names
(Tao, Shiva, Olorum, Yahweh, Allah, God).
They are the prophets and teachers of
the children of late modernity, capable of
moistening their roots so that they become
green and overcome the sad loneliness that
devours them. Just find them and listen to
them. Then they too will "kill the longing
for God." How we miss this God, human,
living and true.
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/Ik MERRIMACK ATHLETICS

Men' sVoIIeybaIIVlctorlousAgamstWentworth Men's Volleyball Defeats Harvard
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2/22/2025 | Men's Volleyball | Box Score
NORTH ANDOVER, MA- The Merrimack
men's volleyball team was victorious against
the Wentworth Leopards, winning 3-0 on the
evening of February 22nd.

Rapid Recap
Score: Merrimack 3, Wentworth 0
Records: Merrimack 4-3, Wentworth 12-3

How it Happened

The first set started with thunderous
points from both sides with each team
trading tallies. Each of the Merrimack
starters would be involved in getting a
point for the Warriors. Kai Vogel would go
on a run and secure a bunch of kills for the
Warriors. The blue and gold would catch
fire with the game tied at 20 late in the set.
More kills and service aces from Kai Vogel
as well as a kill from Logan Whitaker would
give the Warriors the advantage. A service
ace from Davis McCurdy would propel the
Warriors to claim set 1, 25-21.

The second set saw both teams trading
scores in the early goings once again. Kills
from Kai Vogel, Ephraim Abhulime, and
Logan Whitaker would keep the Warriors
in the game. Chris U'Glay would get
involved towards the middle of the set and
provide the blue and gold with some much
needed points. The Warriors would go up
17-11 halfway through the set with some
momentum from a few key plays. Kills from
Ephraim Abhulime and Kai Vogel would
push the Warriors to claim set 2, 25-20.

The third set started with the teams

trading points once again. The Warriors
would catch fire in the first half of the set
and roll with their newfound momentum.
Service aces from Chris U'Glay and Kai
Vogel and kills from Ephraim Abhulime and
Logan Whitaker would give the Warriors the
energy to continue their surge. This would
cause Wentworth to call a timeout. The
Warriors would keep the good vibes rolling
with a string of points from Kai Vogel. It
would be a kill from John Clinton and a
Wentworth service error that would be the
deciding points at the end of the set, giving
Merrimack the match victory.

Notes and Numbers

»  Kai Vogel led the way in kills with 16
»  Kai Vogel also had the most service aces
with 7

»  Blake Taschner had an astounding 36
assists

*  Logan Whitaker had 7 digs

*  Ephraim Abhulime had 8 kills

Up Next

The Warriors return to Hammel Court
on Wednesday, February 26th when they
play the Harvard University Crimson
at 7PM. Watch the game online on the
Merrimack Sports Network. Link to watch
is on the Merrimack men's volleyball
schedule.

For continuing coverage of Merrimack
Athletics and Merrimack men's volleyball,
visit merrimackathletics.com . Follow
Merrimack men's volleyball on Instagram
(@merrimackmvb .

READ PREVIOUS EDITIONS OF RUMBO ON
OURWEBSITE RUMBONEWS.COM

iLa Fundacion Big
Brother Big Sister
necesita tu ayuda!

recibir lo que puedas entregar.

deducible de impuestos.
jGracias por tu apoyo!

5i tienes ropa usada y pequenos articulos del hogar que ya no usas,
donalos para quienes si los necesitan. Llegaremos a tu puerta para

Para programar una cita, llama al 1.800.483.5503 o visitanos en
nuestra pagina web en internet: www.bbbsfoundation.org.

Lo que nos entregues ayudara a los ninos locales que partidpan
en nuestro programa de tutoria. Debes saber que tu donacion es

|n Commandlng Fahlon

2/26/2025 | Men's Volleyball | Box Score
NORTH ANDOVER, MA- The Merrimack
men's volleyball team secured a win against
the Harvard University Crimson in their
second meeting of the 2025 season on
Wednesday, February 26th.

Rapid Recap
Score: Merrimack 3, Harvard 1
Records: Merrimack 5-3, Harvard 5-6

How it Happened

The first set started off strong for the
Warriors. Kai Vogel, Logan Whitaker and
Kaden Owens would each get kills to get
the blue and gold rolling. Merrimack had a
strong presence in front of the net and had
a slew of blocks that would get them points
in the middle of the set. Ephraim Abhulime
would contribute some kills as well late in
the frame. The Warriors would put pressure
on the Crimson, as they committed multiple
service errors and were forced to call two
timeouts during the set. Nick Tidik and Kai
Vogel would have emphatic spikes at the
end of the set to give the Warriors the set 1
win, 25-16.

The second set started with a back-and-
forth tilt. Nick Tidik, Ephraim Abhulime,
and Kai Vogel would keep the Warriors
in the game with kills early on. Logan
Whitaker would catch fire in the second half
of the set with a number of huge spikes and
an electric block to energize the Warriors.
Ephraim Abhulime would secure some
more blocks in front of the net, causing the
Crimson to once again call a timeout. He
would also have the set-deciding spike to
give the Warriors a 25-23 set win.

The third set started off with both
teams trading points. Kai Vogel and Logan
Whitaker would have some big points
to keep the Warriors in the game. Logan
Whitaker and Ephraim Abhulime would
team up to tally a big block to the liking

of the many Warriors fans in attendance.
However, Harvard controlled the set and
went on to take set 3 by a score of 25-20.

The fourth set was total dominance
from the Warriors. The blue and gold would
become red hot and score nine unanswered
points in a row in the middle of the set. Kai
Vogel and Nick Tidik would get involved
with a monstrous block that energized
Hammel Court. Blake Taschner would
keep the scoring entourage going with
three service aces in a row. Kai Vogel and
Logan Whitaker would get some big points
during that strength and keep the Warriors in
control. The blue and gold kept rolling and
went on to win set 4 by a score of 25-18. The
last point by the Warriors was a kill from
Ephraim Abhulime. It was a great night for
Merrimack men's volleyball!

Notes and Numbers

*  Logan Whitaker had an amazing game
with 16.5 points, 13 kills, 2.5 blocks and a
service ace

»  Kai Vogel was second in kills with 12.
He also had a clutch block.

*  Blake Taschner had an astounding 38
assists

*  Ephraim Abhulime had 2.5 blocks,
commanding the front of the net

*  Kyle Standage tallied 11 digs

*  Nick Tidik had 7 kills and 3 assists

Up Next

The Warriors hit the road to take on
the Penn State Nittany Lions on Friday,
February 28th at 7PM. The game will be
streamed on B1G+. Link to watch is on the
Merrimack men's volleyball schedule and
the B1G+ website.

For continuing coverage of Merrimack
Athletics and Merrimack men's volleyball,
visit merrimackathletics.com . Follow
Merrimack men's volleyball on Instagram
@merrimackmvb .

Workplace English Classes Forming
at the Merrimack Valley Immigrant
& Education Center

Registrations are now being taken for Workplace English
classes at the Merrimack Valley Immigrant & Education Center
(the former Asian Center), 439 S. Union Street, building 2, Level
B, Lawrence, MA 01843. These classes are free to Lawrence
residents but students must have a high beginner level of English.

Anyone interested in signing up for morning or evening classes should call
MVIEC, The Merrimack Valley Immigrant & Education Center at 978-683-7316.
Check outthe MVIEC’s website at www.mviec.org for directions and more details.
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CLASIFICADOS

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Stuart’s Automotive, Inc. 97 Tanner Street, Lowell, MA,
pursuant to the provisions of Mass G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk
the following vehicle on or after March 15, 2025 starting at 10:00 am by private or
public sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale:

1. 2011 Chevrolet Aveo VIN KLITD6DE5BB188121
Vehicle is being stored at Stuart’s Automotive and may be viewed by appointment only.
Signed
Kevin Stuart

Stuart’s Automotive
2/22,3/1, 3/8

LEGAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

Notice is hereby given by Duff’s Garage, Inc., 92 Kendall Road, Tyngsboro, MA,
pursuant to the provisions of MA G.L c. 255, Section 39A, that they will sell or junk
the following vehicles on or after March 30, 2025 beginning at 10:00 am by public or
private sale to satisfy their garage keepers lien for towing, storage, and notices of sale.
Vehicles are being stored at Duff’s Garage, Inc.

1. 2004 Jeep Grand Cherokee VIN 1J4GW48S54C237897
2. 2013 GMC Terrain VIN 2GKFLVEK5D6368331

Signed

Glen R. Allgrove
Owner

3/8, 3/15, 3/22

LAST CHANCE:

Youth Mental Health
First Aid on March 6

We are excited to offer a free Youth
Mental Health First Aid Training on
Thursday, March 6. This evidence-based
course is designed to help adults identify,
understand, and respond to signs of mental
health challenges in young people.

Details:

Date: Thursday, March 6

Time: 9:30 AM to 3:30 PM

Location: 430 N Canal Street, Lawrence,
MA

Cost: Free

Please note: All participants are
required to complete mandatory online
pre-work prior to the training. Instructions
for accessing the pre-work will be sent after
registration.

This training is perfect for parents,
teachers, coaches, and anyone who works
with youth. ONLY A FEW SPOTS LEFT,
REGISTER NOW!

To sign up or learn more, respond to
this message or email Katie at kpfeiffer@
fsmv.org.

Want this training for your staff? Let's
set up a meeting! Email kpfeiffer@fsmv.
org to get started.

Ahoraen Amazon/Nowin Amazon
F'ault'\_;’ _
Flaul, ~Ma Montesino m

gr=BELEE0int

.

A Point of View-Un Punto de Vista: Volume Seven-Volumen Siete. (A Point of View-
Un Punto de Vista Bilingual books) (Spanish Edition)

Spanish Edition | Related to: A Point of View-Un Punto de Vista Bilingual books | by
Dr. Paul Victor Montesino.

Yaouth Msntal Health First Aid

Liaer abod youth mental mealth and f

oww 1o tanlk wilth yourth about how
theryre Teeding and how 1o get help
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BAA-MNASW only
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Somos expertos en
precios modicos y servicio
de alta calidad.

La Primera Funeraria
hispana sirviendo con esmero
y satisfaccion a la comunidad
latinoamericana.

Brindamos servicio de
asistencia social y enviamos
el cuerpo a cualquier lugar
incluyendo a Puerto Rico,
la Republica Dominicana,
Centro y Suramérica.
También ofrecemos planes
pagados con anticipacion y
estampas de recordatorios.

- BT
oL LS jll!

T ERE
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137 Lawrence Street
Lawrence, MA 01841

(978)682.4060

-

TE INVITAMOS:

ConoIca a un squipo sxparto
en compra de vivienda:

' F"I.‘lE:-.':!: e sl
. Agente de ienes raices
. Abogado de cierme
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¢CUANDO?

1Y 8 de marzo 2025
9:00AM-2:00PM

{ W ACT Lawrence

. Representantes de MassHousing

INFORMACIONES DEL CURSO
¢COSTO DEL CURSO?

$75 Délares por Persona®

*incluyendo revision de credilo y

manual de Primer comprador, MA 01840
Necesita ayuda?
~ Fernesto@ACTlawrence.org
978-685-6274 :.mmnm'_ : muwcmm

¢DONDE?
15 Union St,

Entrance C Suite
401, Lawrence
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Community Inclusion Summit
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 12TH FROM 3:30AM-2PH

Ukiass Lowrell Coburm Hall
S0 Broadway St Lowedl MA

Community Organizations

Participants will lparn concrete strategles and techniques for
supporting inclusion within thelr own programs, and hove
opportunities o connect with like-minded ergonizations,

representing recreational, cultural, enrchment, faith-bosed, or
any community organization/business seeking 1o create o

culture of inclusion.
Hora™s pust aome of what participonts will B0he from this 4 S-hadur sarmmit ﬂ‘\'

& Lsarh about the principles of disablilty inclunfon thal community: bated
progrems should ambroce ond nglemoent

+ Leoin proger larminoioegy, empawering languoge and suggested
disability etiguette and Inlarsctions

= Learn how 1o cannect people with and wiihout ddeabiities in frlendehip in
FOUT [prograrms

* Leown voth actlon pelnte te Implemeant Bock fa your organiration

Emernuadl e wly)

.\: Connect ond axchonge Ideas with like-minded community organimoilon »

COST IS OMLY 525 - THIS IRCLUDES LUMCH Proudly Presented by
Register Horo _
nitps Bty LowsliSummit # '
Flinll;lr—r-.l L 4 Lk The Arc $ ?
REQUESTS FOR ACCOMMODLTIONS CAMBE Ehrmm
MADE T0: RHATHARDUALSCMASS ORG Arc

"PLELSE MOTE: REQUESTS FOR AGL O r_'—__'—_u-..-;-.n e g
LANGUAGE INTERPRETERS OR CANT SERVEE LR
WUST BE SUBMITTED BT 1/34/15" 5;5 II@T‘-}I *
X, il

The Merrimack Valley Immigrant &
Education Center

The former Asian Center at 439 South Union St., building 2, Level
B, Lawrence, MA 01843 is enrolling students for an intensive ESOL
(English for Speakers of Other Languages) classes.

The classes will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays either from 9 AM
to 11:30 AM or 6 M to 8:30 PM.

Class fee is $50. Call 978-683-7316 for more information.

CONFIRMED
SPEAKERS

Merrimack Valley
Chamber of
Commerce

CONGRESSIONAL |4
FORUM

2025

Bringing Business &
Government Together

Congressman
Seth Moulton

Congresswoman

=] Monday, March 3rd
Lori Trahan

© 7:30 AM - 9:30 AM
Michael's Function Hall

12 Alpha St
Haverhill, MA 01832

Includes a Full Hot Breakfast Buffet

allable, Thank you
date: All-Pro Electric;
Health Connector for Business;
Merrimack Valley Credit Union; MV
Chamber Means Business; National Grid;
Revise, Inc.; TEC Ine., The Engineering
Corp; Wellpaint

The Challenges & Opportunities
Facing the United States in 2025.

How are You, Your Family and
Your Business Impacted?

$40 Members / $50 Future Members
Register and/or Sponsor at:

www.mearrimackvalleychamber.com
978-686-0900

office@merrimackvalleychamber.com
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IN-FERSON SUPPORT GROUP
Wednesdays 4 p.m.
January 8 | February 5 | March 5

Light refreshments will be senved.

Canng for a loved one with dementia can bring stress,
frustration, guilt and uncertainty. Find peace and comfort by
connecting with other caregivers who understand your
challenges, and exchange ips for your caregiving jourmey.

Yaou're welcome te bring your loved one with memaory |oss to
enjoy an actnity with our life ennchment team while you attend
the support group.

Kindly contact Senior Advisor Susan to RSVP.

stourilicilsgibndgesbyepodh.com

HOMORED TO FLY THE PURPLE FLAG™

Purple Flag for Demenlia Care™ sccrediaton Bustraies our
ongong commibmant o excelencs with adheence o 60 best
prachiosg, exbarsie 1eam menier ranang, and a
coflaborative approach

= BridgesbyEPOCH.com
B g d g eSS  978.289.4100
BY EPOCH 254 Lowell Street
MEMORY CARE AS5!3 Andover, MA 01810

Rumbo

“The Bilingual Newspaper of the Merrimack Valley”
WWW.rumbonews.COM

selling and accepting donations of new and gently
used funiture, housewares, cabinets, appliances and
building materials

@ | ReStore

Essex Comty Habitat for Humanity

the store that builds homes

G4T Andower Streat | Lawrence, MA | 978-685-3323 | wwwacresiorg.ong
Open Tuesdey-Saturday, 10am-5Spm

donate volunteer
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LEALO EN ESPANOL EN LA PAGINA 4

From My Corner
Mayra’s kidnapping

For the past three weeks, I have been
following the case of Mayra Gonell,
including publishing three letters from
friends attesting that she is doing well at her
daughter Grechy Rosario’s home.

In case you have not heard the story,
Mayra’s husband, Leo Gonzalez, called me
to find a way to spend some time with her
since her daughter took her from his home
in November of 2023. The Lawrence Police
Department could not do anything, and last
summer, they finally visited Grechy’s home
and confirmed that Mayra was fine.

They did not attempt to ask why
Grechy took Mayra’s telephone away
from her; changed the number but never
returned it to her. Her husband, Leo, has
not communicated with her since November
2023. Furthermore, Mayra’s daughter
Grechy applied for her mother’s divorce.

She removed Mayra from the agency
that provided her care and benefits
(Northeast Independent Living Program)
and changed her to another agency. Attorney
Peter Mansour was assigned to represent
Mayra’s interests during a court hearing. |
tried contacting him, but he never returned
calls.

After that, Leo hired Attorney Marcus
Scott, and I was able to speak with him a few
times. Based on those conversations with
Attorney Scott, Mr. Gonzalez, and several
members of the Police Department, who
were not cooperating with my investigation,
I wrote the story on February 8.

Then, Grechy’s son, Roberto Rosario,
brought me this letter to support his mother.
Like the three earlier letters, I published
them in both languages because we should
be talking about it to solve the problem.
We had a pleasant exchange until I read his
letter. You can read it on page 5.

Lying is a family trait that Roberto
learned very well. Please point out when
I have said “awful accusations” describing
your mother. Where are the “misleading
accusations” that you refer to? I asked
straightforward questions, such as why
she took the telephone away, changed the
number, and never gave it back to her. Those
are facts!

When did I “defame and accused
of neglecting and mistreating” your
grandmother? On the contrary, I relayed
the findings from the police reports and her
attorney, stating that Mayra was well cared
for.

When you said, “This is an unjudicial
act of conspiracy against our mother by
publicly spreading false information and
also invading her privacy,” it led me to
believe that your mother has brainwashed
you because I never mentioned anything
personal, even things I’ve heard from others.
After all, unless I can prove something or
listen to it myself, it becomes hearsay, and
I will not repeat it.

While we chatted at my home, I asked
you about why she took the telephone away
from Mayra and won’t let her have it back.
You shrugged your shoulders as if meaning
that you had no idea.

You can give Grechy all your desired
attributes, but her actions tell me otherwise.

Tell me something: What happened in
court last Thursday? Your mother placed a

restraining order against Leo when he did
not try to go near her house or do anything
that could be considered trespassing.
Fortunately, the judge knew what I wrote
and practically threw Grechy out because
she didn’t believe a word from her.

You should read my column because
I bet you haven’t read it. Then, ask your
mother about the telephone issue and why
she will not allow anyone to visit Mayra.

I will not accept an apology from you.

Nobody is lookin
into the LRA misdeeds

I recently sent a Freedom of
Information Act request to the Lawrence
Redevelopment Authority regarding a
financial document issued in November
of last year entitled Management Report,
Lawrence Redevelopment Authority for
the Period ended October 31, 2024. As
of January 1, 2025, LRA became an
independent entity, but that report was
covered under city funds.

As I looked through the pages, all the
salaries were listed, including the stipend
of $833.33 to each board member (the
president receives $1,041.67 each month),
and Andrea McCann who receives $7,000
each month as Fund Development Director.

There was nothing that called my
attention thus far except for why Andrea
earned $72,000 for the year because she
didn’t raise any funds for the organization.
Among her duties were driving Octavien
Spanner everywhere when he lost his
driver’s license and being the goffer during
the meetings, making photocopies and
bringing bottles of water to the attendees.

Now she’s being promoted to something
bigger and better at Inspectional Services
(I bet) that has not been posted and the
maximum salary is $104,000.

As I was reviewing the pages, [ noticed
the following entries:

*  Bernie Ber Consulting Services, from
February to October - $33,917.50

+ Carras Consulting Services, from
February to October — $81,865.00

*  Dominguez Interpreter Services, from
October 21 to October 31 - $2,600.00

*  Environmental Partners, Traffic Study

Total Legal and Professional -
$237,887.50

I’m not judging if the money
was well-spent or justified. I’'m also
not a finance person yet, I think there
should be an explanation with them.

What really made me suspicious
was the charges of $4.28 and $3.58
at Dunkin. This guy will not pay for
his own coffee and uses the LRA
bankcard as his personal one.

That was followed by a series
of restaurants and big purchases at
Home Depot and Amazon, probably
justifiable but by not providing an
explanation, there was a good chance
of some not being legit, and we
should know.

There were also two payments of
$2,500 to Pedro Tejada for a total of
$5,000 for training reimbursement.
I checked on that and according to
Octavien the LRA can reimburse for
training and education related to our
goals, but nobody knew that. The
board did not approve it or voted on
that decision.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
RUMBO

315 Mt. Vernon St.
Lawrence MA 01843
Email: Rumbo@rumbonews.com

Letters must be less than 300 words in length.
Please send a telephone number or email
address by which we may confirm the sender.

Management Report

Lawrence Redevelopment Authority
For the perod ended October 31, 2024

November 20, 2024

I also brought it to the attention
of Mayor Brian DePefla who questioned
Octavien Spanner. His answer, according
to the mayor, was that they are gathering all
the receipts in preparation for the response.
Brian said that the information should have
been included in the November report in the
first place.

While I had his attention, I sent
him a copy of the receipt from Eleven
Restaurant dated December 12, 2024, when
Octavien invited certain friends and business
associates to a Christmas celebration. The
mayor was present, and he said there were

14 guests; the total came up to $2,608.79,
of which $604 was for alcohol and the tip
was $369.72. 1 was under the understanding
that the law limits expenditures to $50 per
person.

The most outrageous aspect of this is
city hall is not a private company. There
are many offices that must approve these
payments, and some people get away with
this. Obviously, Mayor DePefia is not a
diligent supervisor and trusts everyone
under his administration.

In the end, he’ll pay the price.

www.rumbonews.com

“It 1s frightful that
people who are so
ignorant should have

s0 much influence.”

— George Orwell
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